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Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership:
Response to The Department for Communities & Local Government
Housing White Paper – “Fixing our broken housing market”
The Black Country is a significant economic sub-region with a population of over 1.17
million, hosting 446,000 jobs and generating £20.2bn GVA per annum. Sitting at the heart of
England (Map 1) the region comprises the Boroughs of Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and the
City of Wolverhampton, with excellent national and regional transport links.
Map 1

The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (BCLEP) aims to create the conditions for
enterprise to flourish resulting in greater economic prosperity across the region. It does this
through the facilitation and co-ordination of actions by private, public and voluntary sector
organisations with a focus on stimulating the drivers of economic development, education &
skills development and infrastructure & environmental enhancements.
Housing Delivery – The Black Country Garden City
The Black Country is home to over 1.1m people currently living in 440,000 households and
after years of decline, the population is now growing. There is a pressing need for high
quality homes in a mix of tenures and attractive living environments to accommodate the
needs of our existing and growing population and new residents, and to attract and retain
skilled, young workers.

Map 2

Our housing pipeline (Map 2) identifies
that we can deliver some 42,000
homes, which makes up around one
third of the total housing land supply of
the West Midlands Combined
Authority. Housing completions have
now accelerated following the
economic downturn in and we need to
maximise the opportunity to satisfy
pent up demand from the private sector
to create the conditions for further
sustained investment.
To drive this investment and deliver the
right homes in the right places the Black
Country LEP and Local Authorities,
along with the Homes & Communities
Agency are working together to deliver
the Black Country Garden City. By
collaborating together we shall create a
new 21st Garden City in the centre of
England, which will connect to existing

communities and infrastructure.
The Black Country Garden City will utilise existing green, cultural and economic assets to
develop attractive places where people want to live and work, transforming the perceptions
of the Black Country and delivering a step change in the pace of development and quality of
our residential housing offer. This programme gives the region an opportunity to lever £6bn
of investment and deliver 45,000 new homes over the next 10 years, by intelligently
applying the following key principles:





Create well connected communities
Green streets, with easy access to green space
Mixed use, mixed tenure and mixed density attractive neighbourhoods
Engage with the local communities through delivery
Develop space for enterprise and creative industries to flourish

Since its launch at MIPIM 2016 the Garden City prospectus and associated video has both
raised the profile of the region with investors and has provided a focus for our action to
accelerate housing delivery. To deliver homes in the Black Country at greater speed the
Garden City principles include the extended use of off-site construction methods, which
further link to our wealth of manufacturing expertise.

Response to the Housing White Paper “Fixing our broken housing market”
The Black Country LEP (BCLEP) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Government’s
Housing White Paper and supports many of the proposals outlined within it to quicken
housing delivery within England and build the right homes in the right places.
As the BCLEP are not a Local Planning Authority (LPA), but instead collaborate with all
parties to ensure effective housing delivery within the Black Country, we have not provided
specific responses to all the questions posed by Government. Instead we have summarised
below our key priorities and opportunities which link to the Housing White Paper:

Regeneration of Brownfield Land

The BCLEP welcome the proposals within the White Paper to promote sustainable
development, particularly in relation to the promotion of brownfield land development.
Through the Black Country Core Strategy the LPA’s in the Black Country have always
adopted a brownfield first approach to both housing and employment land development.
With nearly 95% of our housing land supply is on brownfield sites, the majority of which are
located in our strategic town and city centres and Regeneration Corridors. The challenge is
that these brownfield sites often bring abnormal development costs associated with
addressing the legacy of their previous use. These abnormal costs have meant that in many
parts of the Black Country housing sites remain economically unviable to implement, and as
a result remain vacant.

The costs of remediating these sites can vary significantly but can typically cost around
£445,000/ha, and if severely contaminated this can rise to £777,000/ha. Couple these
abnormal remediation costs with relatively low market value areas, the private sector has
no incentive to acquire sites if the cost for securing development exceeds the end-value. In
addition to this the current state aid programmes limits private sector applicants to receive
public subsidy only for the treatment of sub-soil contamination. This means that private
sector applicants would have to bear not only the costs associated with new development,
but also the majority of the site preparation costs.
This viability gap is where the LPA’s and LEP’s can play a key role to ensure that
development comes forwards. To ensure this can happen funding needs to be readily
available and attractive to market. The BCLEP therefore support the Government in
releasing £3bn of loan funding through the Home Building Fund. However, the BCLEP would
like to emphasise that if only loan funding is to be made available then competitive interest
rates need to be offered to developers to drive the required investment. We would also
encourage the Government to release more funding in the form of grant to stimulate
development in brownfield sites.
Aligned with the requirement for funding to meet the viability gap on these sites. The BCLEP
and the University of Wolverhampton are collaborating to establish the Brownfield Research
& Innovation Centre (BRIC) which will bring together the private, public and academic
sectors to deliver innovative and cost effective brownfield remediation and delivery
solutions.


The strategic review of Green Belt Land

As previously mentioned the majority of development land in the Black Country is
previously developed (brownfield land), situated in highly accessible sustainable locations
and well related to priority neighbourhoods. The brownfield first approach reflects long
standing best practice and has been articulated in planning and regeneration policy since
the 1960s. It underpins the former Regional Spatial Strategy and remains a Core Planning
Principle as set out in para 17 of the National Planning Policy Framework. The 2015 Lyons
Housing Review confirmed that brownfield sites are often better connected to existing
infrastructure.
We do however recognise that the development of greenfield sites can provide for greater
flexibility and is generally not associated with the same degree of reclamation and
remediation costs as is the case with brownfield land. We also note that greenfield sites
may be able to accommodate development requirements that could not otherwise be
located within densely developed urban areas by virtue of their size and operational
requirements. For example, in the case of employment land, the Black Country Core
Strategy recognises the role that high quality greenfield sites in South Staffordshire can play
in meeting some Black Country requirements. The M54 corridor – home of the i54
development site, the West Midlands Interchange logistics park proposals and a number of
other high quality sites, is increasingly recognised as an area of national importance and the
functional economies of the Black Country and southern Staffordshire are becoming
increasingly interlinked.

However, if not properly controlled, greenfield development can have important
disadvantages. The 2011 Inspectors’ Report into the Examination of the Black Country Core
Strategy (http://blackcountrycorestrategy.dudley.gov.uk/insp-rep/) found that in the case of
both housing and employment development, the release of the green belt or further green
field land would undermine the overall strategy of regeneration of the major urban areas by
diverting resources and attention away from the redevelopment of previously developed
land in more sustainable locations and add considerable uncertainty over the area’s real
investment priorities that are essential to the success of the strategy. In summary, the
Inspector considered that green-belt/greenfield development would be a far less
sustainable approach than the brownfield focus. The Inspectors concluded that in the case
of the Black Country, the only alternative to our brownfield first strategy is one of managed
decline.
In situations where brownfield land in the urban areas is difficult to bring forward, there
might be opportunities to pursue development on greenfield sites. However, it should also
be a reason for caution. If large-scale Green Belt land releases are to be proposed it would
need to be ensured that they would not result in a ‘snowball effect’.
The proposal that where Green Belt development does occur compensatory actions should
take place is welcomed, however it is unclear to what extent this will go beyond current
planning policy. As stated if the Government wishes to leave the environment in a better
state than it was inherited, through Defra’s 25year Environment Plan, then developer
contributions need to take place. Along with the creation of new functional open space and
the protection of existing high quality habitats.
The BCLEP would also encourage the Government to look at policies where greenfield/green
belt development can be offset against particularly difficult brownfield sites through
designation and protection, as these sites will often be more accessible to the local
communities.


Linking housing to Infrastructure

This principle is key to delivering the Black Country Garden City. The BCLEP welcomes the
proposals by Government to better integrate infrastructure and utilities to housing delivery.
This will need to link to the responses made to the Government’s Industrial Strategy to
provide a holistic place-based approach which needs to be facilitated through further
devolved powers.
LPA’s and LEP’s need to work closely with infrastructure and utility providers to ensure that
assets and delivery programmes benefit and maximise housing delivery.


Removing the skills gap within the construction sector

The BCLEP has identified 5 transformational sectors, which offer the region the greatest
economic growth through their export potential and supply chain opportunities. Building

technologies forms one of these transformational sectors currently employing 34,000
people, in 4,400 business which contribute £1.1bn to the UK economy.
As identified by Government through there is a pressing needs for reducing the skills gap
within the construction sector. Skills shortages which have been identified in the Black
Country include. The proportion of the working age population with degrees is 22% which is
significantly lower than the national average of 36.8%. Currently 19% of the population does
not possess a formal qualification, with 17% of the £10bn output gap due to the identified
skills shortage.
To reduce the skills gap within the Black and across the wider country the Government need
to support significant further devolution of powers and flexibilities with a particular priority
for local direction of skills and employment strategy and commissioning, enabling the needs
of local business and local communities to be met.


Maximising off-site construction opportunities

A key ambition of the Housing White Paper is to deliver housing at a faster pace. The BCLEP
supports this principle where it does not negate the quality of housing within areas. To build
housing at a faster rate the Government needs to support new and innovative construction
technologies. This could be through, but not limited to, the use of off-site construction
techniques. The Black Country is ideally positioned as a region to deliver these methods, as
we benefit from the highest density of high value manufacturing businesses in the UK. These
businesses are ideally positioned to utilise their skills and expertise to deliver these housing
needs.


Assisting Black Country Local Planning Authorities & the Black Country Core
Strategy

The planning system has a crucial role to play as an enabler, broker and facilitator of
development and regeneration. It is important to recognise that planning and allocating
land to meet future needs – and deliverable aspirations - is a positive act.
In the Black Country we have adopted a growth strategy through the Black Country Core
Strategy. The Core Strategy is the most innovative statutory planning document of its type
in the UK and across the Black Country we have a 90% approval rate across all categories
(95% in major category) of planning applications, demonstrating the positive and proactive
approach to pre application discussion and facilitation of development proposals.
The Core Strategy is a spatial plan which means it goes well beyond the traditional landbased development plan and addresses a wide range of activities and interventions that are
required to create a more sustainable Black Country. It provides a clear spatial dimension to
the planned growth and regeneration of the area by identifying those areas where growth
will be directed, locations for enhancement and investment and priorities for environmental
protection and improvement.

The Core Strategy provides our targets for housing, employment, retail and office
development and contains a prioritised programme of investment in our transport
infrastructure. The Black Country Housing Trajectory is set out in Graph 1 below. This
shows both the degree to which housing delivery is phased post 2016/17, and the projected
level of completions to achieve this target.
The Core Strategy is not site specific, and detailed site designations to guide implementation
are provided in a suite of 14 Area Action Plans (AAPs), Site Allocation Documents (SADs) and
Neighbourhood Plans. These Tier two plans are at an advanced stage of preparation, with
the adoption of the final two plans anticipated for early 2017.

The effect of this planning framework is that the Black Country can demonstrate a five year
housing land supply, and sufficient land to meet our employment, retail and office
floorspace requirements.
However, we recognise that allocation is insufficient to bring development forward, and
ultimately the effectiveness of our planning framework depends on whether it can be
delivered in practise. The Core Strategy Examination Inspectors Report accepts that its’
delivery is in the main reliant on continuing private sector investment, and significant public
sector intervention including infrastructure funding, But by making use of existing
infrastructure, the Report concludes that the Core Strategy ‘is capable of delivering the new
development needed to meet the housing, employment and other targets identified by
2026 in a satisfactory way’ (para 10).
Whilst the operation of the planning system in the Black Country could be seen to be
effective, in the case of residential development, there is evidence at a national level that
the potential new homes that are granted planning permission are far in excess of those
started by builders each year – and at the national level this gap has been widening. This
issue was highlighted in Chapter 1 of the recent House of Lords Select Committee on

Economic Affairs 2016 Report ‘Building More Homes’
(http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeconaf/20/20.pdf)
This Report finds that the key to building more homes does not lie solely in increasing the
number of permissions granted each year, but ensuring that those permissions which are
granted are implemented. Within the Black Country, a significant proportion of planning
permissions for both housing and employment development are obtained by speculators or
non-building landowners. Due to issues of development viability, the value of many sites
may be far less than the expectations of current owners, perhaps reflecting the price paid
for them in the height of the property market in 2005/06.
The Report explains that in any event, what governs the rate of house-building is what
developers call ‘market absorption’ – the ability of the local housing market to purchase
new build homes at the price builders must achieve to secure the profit they require for the
development to be viable.
This price must be in line with or above the existing market rate which leads to a drip-feed
of sales which in turn slows down the building process. The impact of absorption rates was
discussed in the OFT ‘Homebuilding in the UK – A Market Study in 2008
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140402142426/http:/www.oft.gov.uk/shared
_oft/reports/comp_policy/oft1020.pdf) . The Report found that ‘it is far easier to sell 100
homes a year from four different sites than it is to sell 100 homes from a single site.
Consequently, for a homebuilder looking to grow rapidly the key is to acquire more sites
rather than expand production on the sites it already has’. The nature of the Black Country
land supply being focussed on a high proportion of small to medium sized sites lends should
put us in a strong position to capitalise on this business model.
The allocation and protection of employment land and premises through Local Plans should
be strongly supported. In doing this it will be important to promote an approach based on
deliverability rather than viability (as in the Government’s Starter Homes
initiative). Consideration should also be given to limiting permitted development rights that
would enable industrial and warehouse units to change to residential use – not only
because the units should be used to provide jobs (where ‘deliverable’) but also because of
the kinds of housing likely to be produced and because the introduction of housing into
employment areas can have adverse impacts on the ability to retain other industry. Where
employment is to be redeveloped / re-used for housing this should be done on a area basis
to avoid conflicts and create a desirable residential environment whilst there should be
mechanisms available (including powers, resources and skills) to give every chance that
existing businesses can be relocated to sites / premises nearby.
Many proposals within the Housing White Paper will directly affect LPA’s with the Black
Country and across the country. The BCLEP welcomes the proposals which will streamline
the planning process and reduce the burden on LPA’s which already experience limited
resources. The BCLEP also welcome proposals to increase the powers of LPA’s to pool land,
dispose of land with planning consent and to deliver estate regeneration. As these measures
can aid in the delivery of attractive regeneration areas with local community buy in,
alongside viable sites for private sector investment.

The proposals within the White Paper to capture more information and clarity upfront on
developers and their likely build out rates during the planning process is supported, but it
should be acknowledged that LPA’s may need support to capture this information and
implement action (if required).
The BCLEP would disagree with the proposals to increase the number of small sites (<0.5ha)
for development. This is because the majority of the Black Country housing sites are already
small and are proving unviable for development through the challenges outline in response
to brownfield development. The Black Country needs larger scale sites to reduce the
viability gap. The proposal detailed is more suited to rural areas which don’t experience the
abnormal remediation costs and can generally attract high market values.


Strategic delivery through the West Midlands Combined Authority

The creation of an agreed Spatial Development Strategy (SDS) for a Combined Authority and
associated elected Mayor is welcomed, as the Black Country has a critical role to play within
the WMCA. The identification of strategic sites and/or action zones within the WMCA will
play an important role in the delivery of housing. An essential task will also be the
completion of the Greater Birmingham & Black Country Housing Market Area Strategic
Growth Study. The focus of this study will be to consider growth options to deal with the
baseline housing shortfall and to consider the housing implications of the growth proposed
in the WMCA SEP. To support this proposal the Government will need to provide clear
guidance on the preparation of the SDS, and whether they will be aligned to Local Plan
documents.

DY5 – Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone
Memorandum of Understanding
THIS AGREEMENT is dated [

] 2017

PARTIES
1.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
whose principal address is 2 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DF (Secretary of
State);

2.

Each of the local authorities for the area of the Enterprise Zone, whose names and
principal addresses are listed at Schedule 1 (together the Relevant Local
Authorities)

3.

The Local Enterprise Partnership for the area of the Enterprise Zone, whose names
and principal addresses are listed at Schedule 2 (where a local enterprise
partnership does not have corporate status then the Accountable Body who acts as
the representative is listed) (together with the Local Enterprise Partnership)

BACKGROUND
A

The Secretary of State has the power to declare an area to be an Enterprise Zone.

B.
Enterprise Zones are single or multiple sites designated for business development
which may offer business rate discounts or enhanced capital allowance for new businesses
locating on the sites. Enterprise Zones are on sites which would ordinarily not be expected to
generate significant business growth nor generate any business rates without incentives and
/or dedicated local stakeholder support. Any increase from business rates income which arise
from the development of an Enterprise Zone site will not be affected by business rates reform,
reset or redistribution for a period of 25 years.
C.
A local enterprise partnership is a voluntary partnership between local authorities and
businesses to help determine local economic priorities and lead economic growth within their
local area. This includes arrangements for the establishment and operation of Enterprise
Zones. As some local enterprise partnerships are not corporate bodies, a local authority may
act as an accountable body on their behalf.
D.
In agreement with the Local Enterprise Partnership local authorities responsible for all or
part or all of an Enterprise Zone use any increase in business rates they collect from each
Enterprise Zone site to support the further development of the Enterprise Zone and
neighbouring areas.
E.
Taking account of the application included within the attached schedule and other
representations made by the Local Enterprise Partnership, the Secretary of State with the
agreement of the Chancellor of the Exchequer offers the Local Enterprise Partnership and
Relevant Accountable Bodies the right to set up and establish arrangements for the operation
of the Enterprise Zone subject to the terms and conditions set out within the other paragraphs
of this Memorandum of Understanding. To allow all parties to review their interests, in the first
instance this Memorandum of Understanding extends to 31 March 2022.
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IT IS AGREED THAT:
1

DEFINITIONS
In this Memorandum of Understanding the following words and phrases shall have
the following meanings:
“Accountable Body” means a local authority organisation(s) responsible for one or
more aspects of the operation of the Enterprise Zone in line with plans agreed with
the Local Enterprise Partnership.
“Application” means the application for enterprise zone status submitted to the
Secretary of State by the Local Enterprise Partnership dated [20st July 2016] (which
may be amended from time to time after the date of this Memorandum of
Understanding) and includes each of the representations at Schedule 3 of this
Memorandum of Understanding (in the event of conflicting statements, Schedule 3
and then the latest validly made variation shall take priority).
“Enterprise Zone” means one or more sites which under the Regulations (as
amended from time to time) are able to offer specific business incentives and
permitted by the Secretary of State to market themselves as such.
“Regulations” means 'Capital Allowances (Designated Assisted Areas) Order
2016', ‘Non-Domestic Rating (Designated Areas) Regulations 2016”, and ‘Non-Domestic
Rating (Rates Retention) Regulations 2013”.
“Relevant local authorities” means a local authority on which all or part of an
Enterprise Zone is situated and as a consequence collects business rates from
businesses in operation on that site.
“Term” means the earlier of 31 March 2022 or the date of the Secretary of State,
each of the Local Enterprise Partnership or each of the Relevant Local Authorities
giving written notice to the other parties to this Memorandum of Understanding of its
intention to terminate the Enterprise Zone status under clause 5.

2

AGREEMENT TO SET UP AND OPERATE AN ENTERPRISE ZONE

Having relied upon the representations made by the Local Enterprise Partnership in the
Application, the Secretary of State offers the Local Enterprise Partnership and the Relevant
Local Authorities the right to set up and operate the Enterprise Zone for the Term, subject to
the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding, including the right to benefit from the
following business incentives:

•

Permitting the Relevant Local Authorities to retain 100% of any business rate
increase which accrues for a period of 25 years from the commencement date (this
being [ 1 April 2017 ]) of the Enterprise Zone, providing that such sums are directed
towards the development of the Enterprise Zones and surrounding area and
thereafter towards the Local Enterprise Partnership’s other identified growth
priorities;
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•

Central Government will reimburse the cost incurred by Relevant Local Authorities in
providing a 100% business rates discount for a period of up to five years, to any
business which sets up operations within the Enterprise Zone site before 31 March
2022, and is able to receive the support within the State Aid De Minimis threshold (or
other limitation applicable by law);

•

As an alternative to the reimbursement of business rates, and up until 31st March
2022, Central Government will reimburse the Relevant Local Authorities the cost of
allowing businesses occupying an Enterprise Zone sites within an Assisted Area to
count 100% up to €125 million of their first years’ expenditure on qualifying plant and
machinery assets against taxable income as an Enhanced Capital Allowance (ECAs)

.
3. TERMS AND CONDITIONS
3.1

3.2

The Relevant Local Authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnership agree, having
undertaken due investigation, that at the date of this Memorandum of Understanding:
(a)

the statements within the Application are accurate;

(b)

they are not aware of any information which is likely to materially undermine the
ability of the Local Enterprise Partnership and the Relevant Local Authorities to
deliver the Enterprise Zone in accordance with the Application and achieve the
outputs; and

(c)

they are not aware of any information, which is likely to significantly delay the Local
Enterprise Partnership in delivering the Enterprise Zone in accordance with the
Application or achieving the outputs.

The Relevant Local Authorities and Local Enterprise Partnership confirm, having
undertaken due investigation, that:
(a)

they have obtained or shall use reasonable endeavours to promptly obtain
necessary approvals, authorisations, consents, exemptions, licences, permits,
permissions (including planning permission) or registrations necessary to deliver
the Enterprise Zone in accordance with the Application;

(b)

they have or will secure the expertise and capacity to set up and operate the
Enterprise Zone in accordance with the Application;

(c)

they will undertake all the steps to set up and operate the Enterprise Zone and
confirm that each of these shall be achieved compliantly (including but not limited
to achieving compliance with applicable procurement, state aid, planning law and
all rules relating to the collection and distribution of business rates, discount, and
use of business rates for investment); and

(d)

they will deliver the relevant incentives at Schedule 4 for the period set out in the
Application and this Memorandum of Understanding.
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3.3

3.4

The Relevant Local Authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnership agree to:
(a)

organise and promote a governance group for the Enterprise Zone which is able
to make strategic and operational decisions. This shall include representatives of
each relevant local authority and shall meet at least quarterly (“Governance
Group”); and

(b)

enter into Memorandum of Understandings with each other which set agreed
objectives and priorities for the Enterprise Zone as well as terms necessary to
give effect to this Memorandum of Understanding (for example, provisions
covering the use of business rates retained by local authorities and how local
authorities will use their general power of competence to support the Enterprise
Zone, including but not limited to Compulsory Purchase Orders, simplified
planning regimes, development orders, Joint Ventures and borrowing to support
investment and arrangements for the provision of monitoring data). Where during
the Term, new local authorities become involved in the Enterprise Zone or the
legal status of Local Enterprise Partnerships and local authorities involved in the
Enterprise Zone changes, the Secretary of State requires that the Local
Enterprise Partnership uses all reasonable endeavours to enter into new
Memorandum of Understandings under this clause. Copies of these
Memorandum of Understandings should be sent to the Secretary of State within
50 days of execution.

(c)

to use government subsidies provided for the Enterprise Zone (including the
subsidy provided under this Memorandum of Understanding and the Regulations)
for the objectives of the Enterprise Zone and in compliance with relevant laws.

Project Implementation Document (PID)
The Local Enterprise Partnership in consultation with the Relevant Local
Authorities shall design and submit to the Secretary of State a 5 year
implementation plan (Project Implementation Document) (which sets out the
major steps and the individual(s) and organisation(s) who will be responsible to
set up, operate and deliver the objectives and priorities which have been agreed
for the Enterprise Zone) no later than 31st May 2017.

3.5

The Cities and Local Growth Unit shall support:
(a)

the set up and delivery of the Enterprise Zone (in particular through the contact
for the Enterprise Zone, which
is [
Chris Turner ] (E-mail:
Chris.Turner@communities.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 0303 44 43218 (
who shall advise on the procedures for establishing the zones and resolving
issues, which may arise in relation to government funding or legal
arrangements. The Local Enterprise Partnership and Relevant Local Authorities
shall be informed if there is a change in the Cities and Local Growth Unit team
contact

(b)

Enterprise Zones by providing information on the Enterprise Zone to the market
via press releases, its national Enterprise Zone website, Twitter account and
other media; and

(c)

Collaboration, by inviting senior leaders from all England’s Enterprise Zones to
meet to discuss progress, challenges and good practice with senior government
officials and Ministers
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(d)

3.6

3.7

this support shall be provided up until 31 March 2020 and may be renewed or
subject to alteration after that date.

The Relevant Local Authorities and Local Enterprise Partnership shall:
(a)

send the Cities and Local Growth Unit contact the details of the primary point of
contact (“Local Enterprise Zone Contact”, a named representative agreed with
the Local Enterprise Partnership) for the Enterprise Zone within 20 Working Days
of entering into this Memorandum of Understanding. The Cities and Local
Growth Unit contact shall be informed if there is a change in the Local
Enterprise contact.

(b)

authorise the Local Enterprise Contact to discuss progress of the Enterprise Zone
with the Cities and Local Growth Unit contact either in face-to-face or telephone
meetings at least once a quarter. Such meetings shall be two-way enabling both
parties to understand progress of the Enterprise Zone. Share information about
the wider Enterprise Zone network and any issues which might adversely affect
the planned progress of the Enterprise Zone.

(c)

take all reasonable steps to allow the Cities and Local Growth Unit team contact
(or another team member in their place) to attend the Governance Group
meetings (as mentioned at clause 3.5(a) including providing information on the
date and location of meetings and sending papers which will be discussed. The
Cities and Local Growth Unit team contact shall be entitled to decide whether
they attend in an observer capacity or as a participant at the Governance Group
meeting.

Marketing

The Relevant Local Authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnership agree to use all
reasonable endeavours to
(a) promote the Enterprise Zone;
(b) share with the Secretary of State a marketing plan for the Enterprise Zone within
six months of entering into this Memorandum of Understanding; and
(c) use Enterprise Zone logos within marketing communications and signage.
3.8

Monitoring

The Relevant Local Authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnership agree to
use all reasonable endeavours to complete the management information at
Schedule 5 within 21 Working Days of the commission from DCLG, which will be
quarterly at the end of January, April, July and October.
4.

CHANGES
All changes to the text of the application or this Memorandum of Understanding
must be approved by the Secretary of State in writing prior to the relevant change
being deemed to be effective. Until such time as a change is made in accordance
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with this clause, the parties shall, continue to perform this Memorandum of
Understanding in compliance with its terms before such change.
5.

TERMINATION
(a) The Secretary of State shall be entitled to suspend or withdraw the right of any
or all of the Local Enterprise Partnership and / or the Relevant Local Authorities
to market an Enterprise Zone if, acting reasonably, the Secretary of State is of
the view that a party has acted in a way which significantly damages the
reputation of the Enterprise Zone Programme or if there has been a material
breach of this Memorandum of Understanding.
(b) The Relevant Local Authorities and Local Enterprise Partnership with the
Memorandum of Understanding involved in delivering the Enterprise Zone is
entitled to ask for the Enterprise Zone status to be rescinded by submitting
notice in writing.

6.

GOOD FAITH AND COOPERATION
Each party covenants with the others that they shall act with the utmost good faith
towards the other, shall comply with reasonable requests for information in relation to
the Enterprise Zone submitted from time to time and will not do anything which would
deliberately put the other in breach of its obligations under this Memorandum of
Understanding.

7.

MISCELLANEOUS
Nothing in this Memorandum of Understanding shall constitute a partnership or joint
venture between any of the parties.
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ACCEPTANCE
This Memorandum of Understanding has been entered into on the date stated at the
beginning of it.
Signed for and behalf of

DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
By
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COMMUNITIE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Authorised Signatory: ________________________

Print Name:

________________________

Signed for and in agreement with
BLACK COUNTRY LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
BY THE ACCOUNTABLE BODY
Black Country Consortium Ltd
The Deckhouse
Waterfront West
Dudley Road
Brierley Hill DY5 1LW
Registered in England and Wales No. 5159791

Authorised Signatory:
Print Name:
Position

Sarah Middleton
Chief Executive

Signed for and in agreement with
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Local Authority
DUDLEY METROPOLITAIN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Council House,
Priory Road,
Dudley DY1 1HF

Authorised Signatory:

Print Name:

.

The following parties are aware of the requirements of this Memorandum of
Understanding (including the Application) and shall support and assist development
and delivery of the Enterprise Zone throughout the Term, but due to not having the
required legal personality

BLACK COUNTRY LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
The Deckhouse
Waterfront West
Dudley Road
Brierley Hill DY5 1LW

Authorised Signatory:

Print Name:
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SCHEDULE 1 -

RELEVANT LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council (DMBC)
Council House, Priory Road, Dudley DY1 1HF

SCHEDULE 2 – LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (BCLEP)
The Deckhouse, Waterfront West, Dudley Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1LW
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SCHEDULE 3

- KEY INFORMATION ON DY5 BUSINESS AND INNOVATION]
ENTERPRISE ZONE FROM THE BLACK COUNTRY LOCAL ENTERPRISE
PARTNERSHIP

General
Name
Zone

of

Enterprise DY5 – Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone

Name
of
Local Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
Enterprise Partnership
Relevant
authorities

local Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council

Agreed Approach on use of retained business rates
Fill out information from the application form Q C.8 What is the Local
Enterprise Partnership’s agreed approach, with the relevant local authorities,
about how the retained rates will be used to support development on the
Enterprise Zone?
Briefly explain your financial or investment plan for how (for example,
through borrowing or development of a recycling fund) and when the retained
rates will be used.
The retained Business rate will be used to fund a number of key projects to help
support the development of the Enterprise Zone and the surrounding area. These
project will include:a) Associated Metro Works including;
Loans for gap funding, provision of access roads, footpaths, car parks and
transport interchanges
b) Business Incubator;
Lease and conversion of suitable vacant offices including set up costs,
furniture and IT
c) Skills Programme;
To ensure the Enterprise Zone has the right skilled work force available and
is connected to the regional skills, training and research offer
d) Site feasibility studies, remediation works, infrastructure and acquisitions;
This could include road access, junctions and other facilities.
e) Harts Hill Regeneration; (Industrial estate adjoining the EZ)
f) Improvements to Brierley Hill High Street
g) Project Management & Marketing;
DMBC staffing, LDO and marketing costs for the life of the project
The cash flow for the Enterprise Zone show there is significant expenditure required
Page 10 of 16
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on the Enterprise Zone before payback from receipt of adequate Business Rates
Retention.
The LEP will utilise a capital fund to offer grants directly to the Enterprise Zone land
owners to help with feasibility work, remediate land, enable infrastructure to be built
and where necessary assemble land to create investment/ development
opportunities.
DMBC will forward fund the revenue needs for the delivery team, marketing and
Local Development Orders until there is sufficient Business Rates funding to enable
payback.
Both of the above Capital and revenue fund will ensure early delivery of Enterprise
Zone and maximising the investment opportunity and retains business rates.

Governance (Schedule 3 Continued)
Fill out information from the application form Q E 1.Please describe the
governance arrangements for the proposed Enterprise Zone, clearly setting
out the name and job title of the Senior Responsible Officer for delivery of the
Zone, the governance structure and explain how progress will be owned by
the Local Economic Partnership Board.
Name of Senior Responsible Owner: Helen Martin
Job title: Chief Officer - Regeneration and Enterprise, Dudley Metropolitan Borough
Council
Governance structure:
The Enterprise Zone would be managed by an Executive Management Board that will
include members of the LEP board, a Senior Elected Member of Dudley MBC, and
appropriate DMBC officer support.
How will the LEP Board own and drive progress:
The board will have quarterly meetings to make key strategic decisions, consider
monitoring reports on scheme performance and decide on any necessary mitigation
actions. In the first few months however it is envisaged that the board will meet more
frequently to set up the process and to ratify the Project Implementation Document
(PID), Marketing Strategy and decide how best to fund / forward fund key
infrastructure projects. This is likely to include an element of prudential borrowing (ref
revenue funding above) via DMBC who will be the Enterprise Zone banker, borrowed
against future retained Business rates uplift.

Capacity, Skills and Costs (Schedule 3 Continued)
Fill out information from the Application form from Q E.2 capacity and skills
you will make available to deliver the Enterprise Zone on a day-to-day basis,
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including the job titles and names of each of the staff members in the Local
Enterprise Partnership and the relevant local authorities and the total costs of
this staff team.
An annual budget of £467,000 will be required from 2017/18 onwards funded from the
business rates for at least the first ten years of the programme, to facilitate managing
the Enterprise Zone, including project management, business development support,
legal and marketing costs. Of this, £130,000 is already within existing Regeneration
and Enterprise team and associated DMBC staff time whilst new posts and
expenditure totalling £337,000 will be required. These staff include:Director of Place DMBC

1 Day a month

Chief Officer for Regeneration and Enterprise

4 Day a Month

Enterprise Zone Manager

5 days a week

Head of Planning and Regeneration

1 day Week

Planning Manager

2 days a week

Design and delivery Manager

2 days a week

Planning Officer (LDO)

2 days a week

Principal Accountant

2 days a month

Business Rates Manager

2 days a month

Group Accountant

2 days a month

Solicitor

2 day a month

Economic Development Officer

2 days a week

Head of Post 16 Funding & Commissioning

1 day a month

Deputy Head of Training and skills

1 day a month

Strategic Surveyor

2 day a month

Enterprise Zone Support Officers x 4

5 days a week

In addition, the Council’s arms length regeneration company New Heritage
Regeneration Ltd will be actively involved in this initiative as part of its role in bringing
forward Borough wide regeneration, and the following will be advising on the initiative;
Chief Executive – New Heritage Regeneration
Project Development Managers
The annual cost of the team is estimated to be

£ 297k PA

On top of this an annual marketing budget is estimated

£120k PA

Legal costs

£ 50K PA

Total PM and marketing

£467k PA

It is also estimated that resources of £100,000 in 2017/18 and £200,000 in 2018/19
will be required to support work relating to Local Development Orders and Master
planning of the Enterprise Zone.
From 2018/19 onwards the skills budget is required of £300,000 per year ensuring
communication between the Enterprise Zone and the skills and training providers and
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local community.
DMBC staff will change from time to time over the life of the Enterprise Zone and
inflation will also need to be evaluated on a year on year basis.
Note headline costs are revised from the Enterprise Zone application 20 7 2016 to
include the current figures in the DMBC cabinet paper 8 February 2017 and
subsequent build up to the DMBC Full Council budgets set on 6th March 2017.
Payment to be made to DMBC as a lump sum payment.

Data Collection (Schedule 3 Continued)
Q E3 will you gather data that will allow the Local Enterprise Partnership and
local authorities to monitor progress of the Enterprise Zone, for example this
could include on delivering new jobs, business, and investment?
The Enterprise Zone will be monitored to ensure the sites are being delivered. At the
start of the project a baseline of data will be collected to monitor against on an annual
basis.
Project performance (quarterly) - monitor progress against key performance
measures may include:Jobs created,
Land remediated,
Office and industrial floor space occupied
Office and Industrial floor space built
Capital spend on improvements (including the Metro)
Business rates relief
Business rates uplift
Land value uplifted against the baseline
Average office and Industrial prices
General progress report will include enquiries in the quarter and the Local
Development Orders created.

Marketing (Schedule 3 Continued)
Q E5 Briefly set out your plan for marketing the sites to occupiers and/or
investors, in the case of multiple site zones being clear if they will be
marketed in clusters or in stages.
Marketing Strategy
The marketing strategy addresses the messages of the DY5 – Dudley’s Business and
Innovation Enterprise Zone and the most effective way of getting that message to the
audience. This includes a dedicated web site, market segmentation, working with
partners and other supporting information of each Enterprise Zone site.
Basic marketing programme includes:-
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1) Office Phase 1 will be to market the vacant office on the Waterfront on launch
of the Enterprise Zone
2) Office Phase 2 will be to then market the new office opportunity sites when
take up of the existing Waterfront stock is filled (circ. 2020)
3) Industrial Phase 1 in parallel to the office phase one will be the promotion of
the Industrial land at Blackbrook Valley and Pensnett along with the assistance
to carry out feasibility work and remediation work. By securing an interest in
the land the early feasibility work can be better directed.
4) Industrial/Technology land Phase 2 – this land will be more attractive to the
market when the Metro is being constructed though some early targeted
marking land assemble and possible small to medium technology units could
be developed before this.
5) Early planning - work on LDOs and early masterplanning, development briefs
and feasibility work will also be ongoing that will give a chance to raise
awareness of opportunity sites in the media.
6) Metro – development of plans and finalising of the route for the Metro will
enable further PR for the Enterprise Zone as these plans are developed.
Opening of the Metro will be a key watershed for activity pre launch and post
launch.
Segmenting the market
The key offer for the Enterprise Zone with technical, advanced manufacturing and
business services along with start up and music will need separate marketing
strategies to ensure that there is a connection to each target audience. The
campaigns will include social media to ensure cost effective ways of reaching a wide
target audience.
Delivery
The core of this activity will be managed through staff at Dudley MBC but link back to
the LEP for joint national marketing of the Black Country EZ.
At a high level the EZ will be advertised along with the other Black Country EZ sites
on the Black Country LEP web site and be added to the EZ downloadable brochure.
A second site will be developed at a local level for more detailed enquires giving
details of each site and the opportunities that they may offer:
Working with agents
There already is some working with landowners and local property agents in the
Borough connecting to their national agency networks. The EZ will give a focus to re
engage with a new message, combined with the site feasibility work to give a clear
promotional message.
DIT
The EZ will also work with DIT to promote the EZ advanced Manufacturing and
Business services sectors to attract overseas investment through the project pipeline
and other DIT initiatives.
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SCHEDULE 4 – SITES AND INCENTIVES
Proposed EZ Sites

ENHANCED
District / Local CAPITAL
authority Ward
ALLOWANCES
(ECA)

WATERFRONT

Brierley Hill

NO

YES

NO

ARCHILL

Brierley Hill

NO

YES

YES

HARTS HILL

Brierley Hill

NO

YES

YES

CANAL WALK

Brierley Hill

NO

YES

YES

BLACKBROOK
VALLEY

NO
Netherton,
Woodside & St
Andrews
NO
Kingswinford
North & Wall
Heath

YES

YES

YES

YES

PENSNETT

Page 15 of 16

BUSINESS
RATES
DISCOUNT
(BRD)

BUSINESS
RATES
RETENTION
(BRR)

12 May 2017 V3a

SCHEDULE 5 – MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
Q1* What was the value of the retained rates that were reinvested in the Enterprise Zone
in the last financial year?
Q2* What was the value of the retained rates that were reinvested in the LEP area in which
the Enterprise Zone is situated, including the amount in Q1, in the last financial year?
Q3* What was the value of the borrowing against retained rates undertaken by the LEP
accountable body or the ENTERPRISE ZONE local authority in the last financial year?
Q4 What was the change in the number of newly created jobs, excluding construction jobs,
on the Enterprise Zone in this quarter?
Q5 What was the change in the number of newly created construction jobs on the
Enterprise Zone in this quarter?
Q6 What was the change in the number of jobs that were safeguarded on the Enterprise
Zone in this quarter?
Q7 Was a Local Development Order introduced on the zone or a part of the zone this
quarter?
Q8 What was the change in the number of businesses that started trading on the zone this
quarter?
Q9 What was the value of any new public sector capital investment on the zone this
quarter? Do not include borrowing against retained rates.
Q10 What was the value of any new public sector revenue investment on the zone this
quarter?
Q11 What was the value of any new private sector investment on the zone this quarter
(excluding non-monetary investment)?
Q12 What was the value of any new private sector non-monetary investment on the zone
this quarter, e.g. use of facilities, staff?
Q13 What area of land was reclaimed and made ready for development on the zone this
quarter?
Q14 What commercial floorspace was constructed on the zone in this quarter?
Q15 What commercial floorspace was refurbished on the zone this quarter?
Q16* “What was the market rate for leasing commercial floorspace on the Enterprise Zone
as of the current date?”
Q17 What land sales were there on the zone this quarter?

Page 16 of 16

12 May 2017 V3a

Final
Project Implementation Document (PID)
version 5 (12 May 2017)

made in the Black Country, sold around the world

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

CONTENTS
DOCUMENT HISTORY ................................................................................... 3
PURPOSE ....................................................................................................... 4
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................ 5
DY5 MAP......................................................................................................... 6
BACKGROUND .............................................................................................. 7
BENEFITS ....................................................................................................... 8
PROJECT AIMS AND OBJECTIVES ............................................................. 9
PROJECT SCOPE ........................................................................................ 11
DEFINED METHOD OF DELIVERY ............................................................. 14
EZ GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE ................................................................ 16
DY5 EZ 5 YEAR OUTPUTS .......................................................................... 21
FINANCIAL CASE ........................................................................................ 22
PROJECT PROGRAMME AND PHASING................................................... 25
KEY MILESTONES ....................................................................................... 26
MARKETING PLAN ...................................................................................... 27
DY5 – FIRST YEAR MARKETING ACTION PLAN ...................................... 29
EQUALITIES & DIVERSITIES ...................................................................... 30
MAJOR RISKS .............................................................................................. 32

Final V5

Page 2 of 33

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

Document History
Author and Document Information
Project Name

DY5 – Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone

Prepared By

Mick Lorkins - DMBC

First Preparation Date

18/10/2016

Revision History
Version

Amended By

Date

Section

Reason

1

ML

18/10/2016

First addition

2

ML

6/1/2017

Title page

Name change

3

ML

9/1/2017

P 9 & 23

Update maps

4

ML

28/03/2017

-description
-governance revised
-outputs table
-marketing action plan

5

ML

12 5 2017

Draft watermark
removed

DCLG
request
for
Implementation
Plan
specific sections

an
with

Approvals

This document requires the following approvals.
Signed approval forms are filed in the Management section of the project files.
Role

Name

Signature

Date

Alan Lunt – Director
of Place DMBC

Project Sponsor

Document Distribution

This document has been distributed to:
Name

Final V5

Title

Date of Issue

Version

Project Team

18 10 16

1.0

EZ Management Board

17 1 2017

3

EZ Strategic Implementation Group

5 5 2017

4

EZ BCLEP Board

22 5 17

5

Page 3 of 33

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

Purpose
This document provides a baseline and an introduction to the development and
implementation of DY5 – Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone. The
document includes detailing the projects the aims and objectives, scope, the governance
delivery programme marketing and outputs.
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Description
The enterprise zone covers an area of 70 Ha in the Brierley Hill area of Dudley Borough and is split
into six different sites each with its own character as detailed below:1)

Waterfront – a significant existing office complex of 8.03 Ha with 18,000 m2 vacant office
available to let. The Waterfront complex of building includes:Harbour buildings
The Deck House
Cable Plaza
Waterfront House
Hagley Court South

Hagley Court North
Quay House
Admiral House
Customs House
Cable House

Dudley House South
Dudley House North
Bridge House
Pedmore House
Capstan House

2) Archill - Vacant land of 17.17 Ha with potential for significant office development. The primary
land is currently used for a surface car park for the Waterfront Offices. The only existing
building on the site is a nursery building at one end of the car park.
3) Harts Hill – Currently vacant land of 14.79 Ha with difficult access. The site will be be
transformed into a location for technology business with a new metro connection. There are
currently three businesses on the site.
4) Canal Walk – Vacant canal side land with potential for mixed use overlooking the Merry Hill
Shopping Centre with a connection via the newly planned Metro link.
5) Blackbrook Valley – Vacant industrial land of 5 satellite sites totalling 5.88 Ha located in
adjacent industrial parks. The sites are generally available for development now. There was
one exiting building on Grazebrook site that housed 4 businesses but was demolished in
February 2017 ready for a new development.
6) Pensnett – The development site sits to the east of the existing Pensnett Industrial Trading
Estate and is 17.56 Ha. New units are currently being developed on half of the site and will be
available to let from mid 2017. The site also contains an existing brick manufacturer on the
Dreadnought Works.
The detailed plans for each site with a breakdown of ownership, remediation, infrastructure,
estimated costs and planning are given in a table in PID Appendix A – DY5 Site Details.
The map on the next page shows the DY5 Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone sites:
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DY5 Map
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Background
In order for the Black Country to be efficient and contribute positively to the UK economy there
is a case for public intervention in Brierley Hill to address market failure. The failure of the
Waterfront office complex at Brierley Hill was triggered by the 2008 economic crash and
exacerbated by a large quantity of office stock dumped on the market in 2012/13 following the
departure of Egg Insurance, Lloyds and Virgin at the Waterfront. The complex currently has
18,000m2 of empty office. The impact from these shocks is that vacant space is been sold by
investors at £5/SF at the Waterfront. This has resulted in a dramatic decrease in average
rental values. Without intervention the cycle of: low values → lack of new supply → lack of
quality demand →, will not be broken.
The market failure can best be seen in the office retail markets graph taken from the local
property data base (ref co-star analysis of office sales over 4-year period up to Sept 2016)
below: -

The trend in the office market at the Waterfront is so severe that some owners have looked at
the cost of demolition of offices rather than maintain empty offices with no real prospects of
letting. It is easy to see that long term vacant office incurring business rate could be
demolished continuing the downward trend in the economic fortunes of the area.
To address this decline the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and Dudley
Metropolitan Borough Council put in a revised application for Enterprise Zone status to DCLG
on 22 July 2016. The DY5 Enterprise Zone was announced on 27 January 2017.
The second generation of Enterprise Zones are a Central Government economic initiative, to
support businesses to grow and boost the local/regional economy. 24 were initially created in
2012. By April 2017 forty eight Enterprise Zones will have been created.
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Benefits
The original Enterprise Zones created in the 1980’s came with significant money and a
development agency to drive delivery. The Merry Hill Shopping Centre and original Waterfront
Offices were built as a result of the Round Oak Iron and Steel works closing and an Enterprise
Zone being formed in the 1980s.
The new Enterprise Zones are less about direct development and more about facilitating
change and have has the following Government benefits:
•

Business Rate Discount (BRD) - Businesses that locate on an Enterprise Zone can
access up to 100% business rate discount worth up to £55,000 per year, working
out at £275,000 per business over the allowable 5-year period.

•

Simplified local authority planning, for example, through Local Development Orders
that grant automatic planning permission for certain development (such as new
industrial buildings or changing how existing buildings are used) within specified
areas

•

Government support to ensure that superfast broadband is rolled out throughout
the zone, and, if necessary, public funding

•

Business Rate Retention (BRR) - The uplift in business rate generated by new
business location in the EZ over 25 years is retained by local authority /the LEP to
reinvest in economic activity.

The DY5 Enterprise Zone has the potential of generating up to £165milloin in uplifted business
rates over a 25 year period if fully developed out. A more prudent cash flow shows that a sum
of £52m is possible dependent on such factors as the Metro being delivered on time in 2023.
The Enterprise Zone gives the potential to borrow against the future uplift in business rate
income to invest in early development including creating a delivery team and unlocking
enabling works and infrastructure. This forward investment is the key to the long term success
of the DY5 Enterprise Zone aided by setting up the new EZ delivery team.
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Project Aims and Objectives
Aim
DY5 – Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone aims to be the high tech office hub of
the Black Country advanced manufacturing heartland connected to its industrial sites via a new
sustainable Metro link.
Key sectors and target areas of business and industry the DY5 EZ aims to attract are:






Technical and advanced manufacturing
Business/professional and technical services
Digital and creative
Business start-ups
Music and sound
Expanding local businesses

The EZ will put Brierley Hill on the national and international map as a location of choice for low
cost and high quality office connected to the regional infrastructure exploring how the
manufacturing and technology of the region can help deliver new business. The EZ will also
look to the future to broaden its digital and professional base into the existing manufacturing
technology.
The Enterprise Zone will also act as a gateway of opportunity for wider investment in the region
attracting enquires for the Enterprise Zone and enable sites outside of the Enterprise Zone to
also be promoted, so maximising the opportunity for investment in the region.
The Dudley Borough has a significantly higher proportion of the work force employed in
manufacturing, at 14.8% compared to a national average of only 8.5%. The EZ builds on this
long held historic manufacturing advantage and will focus the existing vacant office to house the
technical knowhow and central office function for the region. Advanced Manufacturing strengths
include material manufacturing in iron, steel, plastic and rubber along with instrumentation,
process control and technical equipment. Business and professional services include
architectural and engineering activities, software development, banking and telecoms. Links
would be forged with engineering and construction technology centres of excellence at Dudley
College, Very Light Rail Innovation Centre (VLRIC) and wider regional links to Birmingham and
Wolverhampton University.
Objectives
The local economy has a real strength in manufacturing and historically had a thriving business
sector at Brierley Hill that has subsequently gone into decline. The local objective of the EZ is to
rebalance the economy of Dudley Metropolitan Borough by regenerating the lost business sector
supported by the surrounding manufacturing base. The key objectives of the area are to reverse
the current economic trends by:
•
•
•
•
•

Re occupy vacant office space on the waterfront
Create demand for additional office
Maximise the uplift in business rates to reinvest in the Enterprise Zone
Uplift in local economy and promote house building and GVA
Support existing manufacturing

This is to be achieved over a 70Ha Enterprise Zone providing:•
•
•
•
•

Final V5

Reoccupation of 18,000 m2 of vacant office at the Waterfront
Creation 65,000 m2 of new industrial space early in the programme to enable
development cash flow and create technology jobs
Assist in the creation of the a new Metro Link from Brierley Hill to Birmingham
Improve the demand for office in the area leading to the creation of up to110,000 m2
of new office space
Creation of 36,000 m2 of new technology space at Harts Hill
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To complement this, the EZ is also developing a Music Institute in partnership with Manchester
Metropolitan University. This will not only allow a diversification of the work force but also
technical support for the music industry including light, sound and technical stage equipment so
creating a music quarter in the EZ. Music and sound technology is an important component of
the UK’s globally digital media technology industry, which is expected to grow at around 5% p.a.
over the next 5-10 years.
Within the EZ at Brierley Hill a research and technology zone would be created to drive the
technical innovation in the area to a national and potentially international stage.
The new Metro line is planned to connect a new Garden Villages, housing the population
growth, to the EZ and to Birmingham. This will be the key regional infrastructure required
connecting employment growth to housing growth.
Strategic Centre
Brierley Hill is a central location in the Dudley Metropolitan Borough (DMB) and is nominated as
the strategic centre of the Borough rather than one of the four regional towns. This is a very
significant policy for the future development of the area and the Enterprise Zone sits within this
centre making this the focus of future employment in the Borough. The EZ will be key in
delivering these local, regional and national aims.
The connectivity and location of Brierley Hill can be seen from the regional map below:-
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Project Scope
The project is defined by the red boundary map as agreed by Central Government
(BEIS/Treasury). The boundary of the Enterprise Zone and proposed Metro line is shown on
the map on page 6. Any new or expanding business arriving in the Enterprise Zone between
the eligible dates April 2017 to March 2022 will be able to apply for Business Rates Discount
(BRD) for a period of 5 years. For any business this is up to £55k per year. This could result
in a total discount over the 5 years of £275k. The maximum level of discount is set by the EU
state aid de minimis rules. A Business Rates Discretionary Discount Application Form has
been developed to enable applicants to apply for this benefit.
The Black Country LEP/DMBC are able to retain the uplift in business rate over a 25 year
period known as the Business Rate Retention (BRR) to spend on the Enterprise Zone and
improving the local economy. This map differs slightly from the Business Rate Discount Map
(‘Blue Map’), referenced below, because it does not include site 1 the Waterfront or the Tata
steel works in site 3 Harts Hill.
The reason that these difference is because these site are fully developed and any further
uplift in business rates is therefore not expected. These existing properties in the EZ have
therefore also been excluded from the Business rates baseline submitted to DCLG in
December 2016. The level of retained business rates is calculated year on year minus the
original December 2016 baseline of existing buildings within the BRR Map below.
Business Rate Retention (BRR) Map (Excluding Waterfront and Tata steel sites)

Wider project Scope

The wider objective of the Enterprise Zone is to promote investment across Brierley
Hill and the wider Black Country area. Enquires that do not find a solution in the DY5
Enterprise Zone should be redirected to wider regional opportunities dependent on the
nature of that enquiry and potential suitable sites. As the EZ web site develops, links
to alternative investment sites outside of the EZ should be added to ensure enquires
have maximum opportunity to consider the regions development options.
Final V5
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Scope Matrix

In Scope


Promotion and Marketing of the EZ with
partners as a development opportunity for
office, technology and industry.



Working with land and property owners,
and agents within the EZ to find end users
for the vacant office and land.



Take enquires looking for vacant land and
property within the EZ.



Advising that if no suitable site is available
in the EZ then promote alternative sites
outside of the EZ and within the Black
Country.



Provide funding by using the uplift in
future business rates to borrow against to
provide enabling infrastructure for the EZ
including transport links



Working with land owners to secure
funding to carry our feasibility work,
address site abnormals, and infrastructure
needs within the Enterprise Zone.



Dependent on resources the team should
also work with land owners outside the EZ
on facilitating owners to carry out
feasibility work, abnormal and
infrastructure needs to make employment
sites viable for development.



Promote join initiatives for training and
apprenticeships that could create local
opportunities for people to work in the EZ.



Create business start-up and grow on
space opportunities within the EZ.
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Out of Scope



Direct delivery of developments



Direct business start-up advice



Directly delivery of training and
apprenticeships



Direct delivery of the Metro Link
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Project Deliverables and/or Desired Outcomes
Key direct deliverables from a fully developed Enterprise Zone are:•

7,000 net new jobs

•

An estimated 373 new businesses

•

GVA Uplift of £589.7m per annum

•

£165m in business rates uplift over 25 years

A priority infrastructure requirement is the delivery of the Metro link connecting the EZ to other
major conurbations and key sites including; i54, HS2, Birmingham International Airport and
Birmingham City Centre.
Softer deliverables include
•
•
•

The up skilling of the local work force through training and apprenticeship schemes
in partnership with local colleges and other education establishments.
The creation of facilities for start-up and grow on space for business.
Promotion of the brand of the Black Country/WMCA as an Investment opportunity

Exclusions
Existing occupiers in the Enterprise Zone will not get free business rates, unless the existing
occupier is expanding into additional space in the EZ, as the scheme aims to enhance the
attractiveness of empty property and vacant land in the Enterprise Zone.
Constraints
None of the land and property is in public ownership so a good working relationship is needed
between the Enterprise Zone delivery team and the numerous owners/ occupiers/agents.
The owners of many of the sites are not always the occupiers or the liable party for business
rates, making it difficult to sometimes make contact or to propose changes to existing vacant
facilities and to make them market ready.
Interfaces
The governance of the DY5 Enterprise Zone is strategically undertaken by the Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership which is a partnership between the 4 local Black Country councils
whilst the DY5 EZ physically sits in the Dudley Metropolitan Borough and day to day activity is
ultimately driven by the local DMBC team.
The Black County LEP is not a legally constituted body and as such DMBC will collect
business rates for the Enterprise Zone and distribute as needed. DMBC will also be the
banker for potential loans and the legal employer of the delivery team.
The West Midland Combined Authority came into existence in 2016 and the governance
structures between the Combined authority and other parties including the EP and the local
Councils has yet to be fully defined however promotion of the DY5 EZ though the WMCA
should be pursued.
Assumptions
It is expected that the Metro will be delivered by 2023 or earlier to enable promotion of
development sites before the end of the 5 year (6 year) window of opportunity for EZ business
rates discount expires.
The project will be supported by a delivery team funded by future business rate uplift.
There is a strong marketing campaign to raise awareness of the EZ.

Final V5

Page 13 of 33

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

Defined Method of Delivery
The mix of office and industrial land complement each other in the delivery of the objective of
the EZ to house manufacturing and design / professional support. The connectivity across the
Borough is poor as there is no train link connecting north to south, so the main public transport
is by bus and reliability decreases with high level of traffic. The demand for office has partly
declined due to this poor connectivity of public transport to the Waterfront. Historic high
density development across the region has restricted supply of industrial land. This is
reflected in the low industrial vacancy level of 2.5%. The EZ is needed to give business rates
relief to uplift demand in the vacant waterfront office whist the retained business rates received
from developing industrial land will help forward fund critical infrastructure including the Metro.
With the new Metro link comes connectivity to the employment sites resulting in increased
demand for office at the Waterfront. The technical office also supports the manufacturing
heartland with design, project management and technical services. Hence the land mix for the
EZ and complementary mix of office and industrial land. It also reflects the fact that some
increasingly knowledge economy sectors, including digital industries and advanced
technologies, incorporate both office-based and factory/ workshop-based elements including
research and development laboratories, design studios, proto-typing and testing facilities.
The 100% business rate discount will be applied to the Waterfront vacant office space for a
five (six) year period from April 2017 with the objective of achieving 95% occupancy in the
existing buildings by March 2020 and to start building additional office in readiness for the new
Metro in 2023. Business rate relief will also be offered for new businesses on the industrial
and technology development sites.
The retention of business rate growth in the EZ area for a 25 year period from April 2017
calculated to be up to £165 million will be used to:(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)

(xi)
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Facilitate the gap funding of the Metro.
Provision of an incubator/start up in the Waterfront buildings that could then move out
to an independent building as office space is taken up by more commercial activity.
Work with local colleges and regional Universities to provide skills training.
Work to ensure long term unemployed are also reengaged in the work place through
targeted schemes with future employers in the EZ.
The funding of the Metro will also produce private sector leverage to fund links to the
Merry Hill shopping centre and so give better connectivity for the regional facilities and
further employment opportunities in the service sector.
Grant programmes for site feasibility and remediation work.
Infrastructure investment and site assembly to achieve the EZ aspirations.
Invest in the existing Harts Hill Industrial Estate infrastructure, environment and
property.
Invest in the local community to improve Brierley Hill High Street.
Initial funding will help set up and then run the EZ administrative operation along with
the marketing function essential for the new Enterprise Zone, including a new EZ web
site linked to the Black Country web sites and the West Midlands Combined Authority
web site.
Local Development Orders and simplified planning will be put in place for a number of
the opportunity sites to encourage easy access for development.
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The Local Development Orders (LDO) – (draft principles)
The LDOs would aim to provide a streamlined and simplified planning process, thereby
expediting new development. It would be a key tool to secure market confidence and
developer interest within the Zone.
The Zone has a variety of site characteristics with defined areas for office (Waterfront),
industrial (Blackbrook and Pensnett) and technical (Harts Hill) development. Different LDOs or
simplified planning would therefore need to be applied across the Enterprise Zone. The
various LDOs will need to be developed taking into consideration when a particular site is
available for development, ref the map in the development section below, showing a phased
delivery.
The overarching aim would support development in principle of buildings and structures for
offices, industry and technical. The LDO would be subject to conditions, such as, adherence
to detailed design guidance. A number of key masterplans and development frameworks
have already been progressed for sites in the Zone such as the Brierley Hill Area Action Plan
(available on the DMBC web site). These documents will set the foundations to provide
quicker and simpler planning wherever possible.
A second layer of an LDO may be to allow the change of use from retail units to commercial
(B-Uses) within the Zone and the sub-division of units to make way for smaller ‘start up’
businesses that could be attracted to the area. The LDO could also allow for extensions of
commercial buildings.
Consideration could be given to apply the LDO boundary beyond the Enterprise Zone to
maximise benefits to employment growth.
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EZ Governance Structure
The DY5 Enterprise Zone is only one of three nominated EZ areas under the Black Country
LEP. The other two areas are the Wolverhampton North including i54 sites at Junction 2 of
the M54 and the Darlaston sites in Walsall. These were granted EZ status in 2012 and
already have an established reporting structure. The DY5 EZ will adapt this structure and will
need to have adequate Dudley MBC representation at all levels.

The structure is as detailed below:-

The roles and responsibilities of the various levels of governance are outlined below
highlighting their objectives, meeting frequency as well as membership composition. This
structure ensures that there is a clear focus and procedures in place for all aspects of strategic
planning, decision-making and operational delivery.
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Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership Board – responsible for
overseeing the overall direction and performance of the Black Country Enterprise Zone
including;





Providing clear vision and strategic leadership;
Undertaking timely decision-making;
Presenting accurate performance information to Central Government and;
Negotiating the removal of barriers to economic growth with strategic partners.

The Board meets bi-monthly and is comprised of 13 members representing private sector and
educational partners and the four Local Authority Leaders.
How will the LEP Board own and drive progress:
As part of the BCLEP role the LEP Board will take strategic decisions but will ensure day to
day running is carried out at a local level. Decisions include reinvestment of retained business
rates as agreed in the Memorandum of Understanding and prioritisation of LEP funds to
ensure EZ delivery. The Board has also appointed a dedicated EZ LEP Board Member to
oversee the overall vision of the EZ. The role of this dedicated Board member is also
responsible for meeting with potential investors and businesses who have a genuine interest in
the EZ areas.
Membership of the Local Enterprise Partnership Board is as follows 7 local business members including the Chair
Chair Managing Director Hadley Group Stewart Towe CBE
Director of Government Services - Ernst & Young - Paul Brown
Managing Director - Cox & Plant - Andy Cox International Trade
Managing Director Carillion Developments - Simon Eastwood Carillion Plc
Chief Executive Accord Group - Dr Chris Handy OBE
Managing Director Nachural Corporate Communications - Ninder Johal
Enterprise Zones Lead - Tom Westley - Westley Group
4 local authority members
Leader of Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council - Councillor Peter Lowe
Leader of Sandwell Council - Councillor Steve Eling
Leader of Walsall Council - Councillor Sean Coughlan
Leader of Wolverhampton Council - Councillor Roger Lawrence
2 educational members
Vice-Chancellor University of Wolverhampton - Professor Geoff Layer
Principal Dudley College - Lowell Williams
Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council (DMBC) Cabinet
Alongside the LEP Board the structure acknowledges the role DMBC Cabinet plays in the
governance of the EZ, as the BCLEP is not a legally constituted body and the Enterprise Zone
sits within the borough.
The delivery of the project is defined in the MoU signed between Black Country LEP, DMBC
and DCLG. The DY5 EZ is delivered in partnership with DMBC playing a key role. DMBC will
employ most of the delivery team needed and will forward fund the cost of this team until the
Retained Business Rates is able to pay back the debt. DMBC will also collect the Retained
Business Rates and act as banker in holding the fund.
DMBC will also lead the targeted marketing campaign for DY5 to the specified sectors.

Final V5

Page 17 of 33

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

Enterprise Zone Strategic Implementation Group – responsible for









preparation of performance management information to the LEP Board;
monitoring overall EZ performance and;
agreeing remedial action on underperformance against agreed targets and milestones.
designing the monitoring regime for EZ Implementation;
agreeing key delivery milestones and activity;
determining the activity to be carried out by partners in delivering the Enterprise Zone;
developing and monitoring the Black Country Investment Plan and Business Rates
Model; agreeing marketing and communications, and;
progressing enquiries and associated Inward Investment opportunities to jointly identify
the best potential location within the EZ.

The Strategic Implementation Group meets on a monthly basis (or more frequent if required)
and is attended by the EZ LEP Board lead, Black Country Consortium, EZ Project Managers,
and Invest Black Country. This is supplemented by attendance from specialist consultants as
required.
Membership of the Enterprise Zone Officers Implementation Group (12 members) is made up
as follows:3 nominated member from the Black Country LEP
Chair - Industrial Represented and LEP lead
Chief Executive, Black Country Consortium
Director - Investment Black Country

Tom Westley - Westley Group,
Sarah Middleton
Wayne Langford

3 nominated members from Dudley Council
Director for Place
Chief Officer for Regeneration and Enterprise
EZ Delivery Manager
3 nominated members from Walsall Council
Head of Regeneration & Development, Walsall Council –
Team Leader Borough Wide Development, Walsall Council –
3rd member
3 nominated members from Wolverhampton Council
Head of City Development, City of Wolverhampton Council Regeneration Manager, City of Wolverhampton Council Project Manager, City of Wolverhampton Council Observer
BIES- Regional Director –

Alan Lunt
Helen Martin
not specified
Simon Tranter
Joanne Nugent
not specified
Paul Lakin
Kevin Moore
David Sabine

Kim Rowlands

DY5 / Walsall / Wolverhampton Enterprise Zone Delivery Teams
– Each local authority has a Delivery team who:






monitor individual site performance against agreed template as set by BC EZ Strategic
Implementation Group,
develop delivery mechanisms with land owners
provide development, finance and planning advice to private sector land owners and
investors
Initiate, develop and maintain relationships with local site owners and developers.
Market the EZ to specific target groups

Officers within each local authority internally meet on a monthly basis and operate specific
project teams as required (e.g. Phoenix 10 and i54).
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DY5 EZ Project Delivery Team
The DY5 EZ Project Delivery team will be made up of a number of teams/work strands and
tasks these include:1) General EZ Project Management and coordination of delivery including reporting
and monitoring. Promotes and implements strategy.
2) Marketing - Implementation of the agreed marketing strategy and working closely
with the communications team and other promotional investment bodies including
Dudley Business First, Invest Black Country and WMCA.
3) Local business relationship – Visiting the top companies in the area and
contacting existing owners to find out needs including any expansion plans. Also
ensuring that local companies are able to access funding to promote feasibility
studies, land remediation and infrastructure needs to promote expansion, inward
investment and development.
4) Business Rates Team – collection of business rates over the 25 year period and
evaluation of applications from new arrivals in the EZ over the 5 year window,
monitoring of 5 year rates discounts and drawing up baseline of annual changes to
occupancy.
5) Skills and Training – promoting the local work force and ensuring skills match the
potential needs of new companies arriving in the EZ. Liaison between companies
and training providers to enhance skills and promote technical apprenticeship so
matching supply and demand of skilled local labour.
6) Planning – Developing masterplans with local land owners to promote DMBC
planned strategic needs and market demand. Development of EZ relevant Local
Development Orders taking into consideration the programme of EZ land supply.
7) Finance team – maintain EZ budgets and controlled borrowing for infrastructure
projects against projected future business rates returns and acts as banker for the
LEP for uplift in business rates over 25 years.
8) Legal – ratifies agreements with the LEP and methodology for ongoing procedure
such as the Business rates form. Answering any legal challenges to EZ rules.
Note some of these teams will be part of the EZ delivery team whilst others such as planning,
finance, rates and legal will have time and duties allocated to the EZ cost code from DMBC’s
core team.
The project team will report to a Project Manager who in turn reports up the line to the project
sponsor the roles being undertaken as follows;
Project Sponsor – Director for Place - Alan Lunt – Overview of resources, budgets and
programme, championing the project, giving overall guidance.
Project Leader – Chief Officer for Regeneration and Enterprise – Helen Martin - Overall
management, budget holder, will guide and lead the project team and ensure integration of the
various project group outputs.
Project Manager – Economic Development Manager – Co-ordinate day to day
implementation of the project and reporting to Project Leader on progress.
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Project Controls
Reporting
Bi monthly report is produced and presented to the Enterprise Zone Strategic Implementation
Group that will then report this up to the LEP Board along with minutes of meetings and
recording key decisions.
Financial Control
The Project Leader is responsible for ensuring that the overall EZ project is controlled within
the agreed budget.
Project Programme (key milestones)
The project key milestones are detailed in this document and will be reviewed to ensure that it
is kept up to date. This will ensure that any slippage can be easily identified and actioned.
Project Quality Plan
The Enterprise Zone Strategic Implementation Group will ensure that the quality standards
identified will be achieved through the reporting mechanisms in place.
Change Control
Change Control procedures will be managed by the Project Leader to ensure they align with
Enterprise Zone Strategic Implementation Group and BC LEP board aspirations.
Document Sign Off Criteria and Authorities
The Project Sponsor will sign off all key actions and plans having consulted with the Enterprise
Zone Strategic Implementation Group.
Monitoring
The EZ will be monitored to ensure the sites are being delivered against projected outputs below.
Data will be collected on a quarterly basis in line with the requirements set out in the MoU signed by
DMBC, BCLEP and DCLG. One of the key ways of collecting this information is via the application
form for rate relief that each new business will need to make.
Rate will also be monitoring list of current occupants in the Enterprise Zone against the December
2016 Baseline to monitor business rates uplift and calculation Business Rate Retention.
Project performance (quarterly) - monitor progress against key performance measures will include:Jobs created,
Land remediated, (ha),
Office and industrial floor space occupied (m2),
Office and Industrial floor space built (m2),
Capital spend on improvements (including the Metro) (£)
Business rates relief (£),
Business rates uplift (£),
Land value uplifted against the baseline (£),
Average office and Industrial prices (£)
The general progress report will include the number of enquires in the quarter and the Local
Development Orders created.
Outputs table – The tables shows all of the vacant floor space on the waterfront being occupied in
the first three years and the first of two planned phases at Pensnett being completed in the first year
with additional building in years 2 and 3. The net jobs figures, number of businesses and related
business rates retention figures for Pensnett lag the new floor space by one year to acknowledge
the nature of speculative build.
(net jobs calculated at 50% of gross jobs)
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DY5 EZ 5 year Outputs
Number of Net Jobs Created

Yr 17/18

Totals
640

Waterfront

71

Archill

192

Harts Hill

5

Canal Walk
Blackbrook Valley

116

Pensnett

367

Total Jobs
Number of |New Businesses

1,391

237
0
0
0
0
0
237
Yr 17/18

Totals

Waterfront

Yr 18/19

Yr 19/20

201
0
12
0
28
167
408
Yr 18/19

Yr 20/21

202
0
14
0
34
111
361
Yr 19/20

Yr 21/22

0
42
53
0
37
56
187
Yr 20/21

0
29
113
5
17
34
198
Yr 21/22

27

9

9

9

0

0

3

0

0

0

2

1

19

0

1

1

5

11

Canal Walk

0

0

0

0

0

0

Blackbrook Valley

4

0

1

1

1

1

Pensnett

17

0

9

4

2

2

Total New Businesses

71

9

20

16

10

15

Archill
Harts Hill

New Floor Space (M2)

Yr 17/18

Totals

Waterfront

Yr 18/19

Yr 19/20

Yr 20/21

Yr 21/22

0

0

0

0

0

0

Archill

1,698

0

0

0

1,000

698

Harts Hill

9,621

0

600

720

2,671

5,630

133

0

0

0

0

133

Canal Walk
Blackbrook Valley

8,323

0

2,000

2,462

2,653

1,209

Pensnett

36,684

12,000

8,000

4,000

4,000

8,684

Total New Floor Space

56,460

12,000

10,600

7,182

10,323

16,356

Refurbished Floor Space
(M2)
Waterfront

Yr 17/18

Totals

Yr 18/19

Yr 19/20

Yr 20/21

Yr 21/22

17,999

8,333

4,833

4,833

0

0

Archill

0

0

0

0

0

0

Harts Hill

0

0

0

0

0

0

Canal Walk

0

0

0

0

0

0

Blackbrook Valley

0

0

0

0

0

0

Pensnett

0

0

0

0

0

0

17,999

8,333

4,833

4,833

0

0

Total Refurbished
Business Rates Retention (£)
Waterfront
Archill
Harts Hill
Canal Walk
Blackbrook Valley

Totals

Yr 17/18

Yr 18/19

Yr 19/20

Yr 20/21

Yr 21/22

0

0

0

0

0

0

87,437

0

0

0

43,718

43,718

762,513

0

19,485

38,970

188,355

515,703

21,859

0

0

0

0

21,859

529,992

0

38,970

124,704

163,674

202,644

Pensnett

1,852,200

0

264,600

441,000

529,200

617,400

Total Retention

3,254,001

0

323,055

604,674

924,947

1,401,325
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Financial Case
25 year Business rates uplift
The main incentive for an Enterprise Zone from Central Government is to enable the local
LEP/Council the ability to retain the projected uplift in business rates achieved by new
businesses locating into the EZ over 25 years and to reinvest this money back in the local
economy. For the DY5 Enterprise Zone this is estimated to be up to £165m over a projected
25 years from April 2017 to March 2042, if all investment opportunities are fulfilled.
Although a fully built out Enterprise Zone is desirable a number of factors could prevail to
prevent this being achieved or delayed so reducing the pot. With this in mind a more prudent
cash flow has been produced taking a scenario of the Metro being delayed for 5 years with the
knock on effect of slowing down the rate of development in the time period. This more prudent
cash flow gives a revised business rates uplift over 25 years of £52m. The first 5 years
outputs are shown in the table above.
The main financial rewards of retained business rates uplift arrive at the back end of the period
when all of the development has been achieved and the business rates income is at its
greatest, whilst the costs need to be incurred at the early stages to insure early investment is
encouraged. This give rise to a negative cash flow in the early years as expenditure is greater
than income. This is however the nature of an enterprise zone but by basing the borrowing on
a prudent cash flow and only borrowing at the point of need, the risks of not breaking even
over the 25 year period can be reduced.
Costs
At this early stage it is difficult to estimate the costs that may be incurred. From the Defined
Method of Delivery on page 14 a number of schemes and activities have been outlined. A
cash flow for the £52m income puts a cost against these to give a picture of how much
borrowing might be needed to facilitate early delivery of all of the activities. Whilst this cash
flow cannot be relied upon at this stage, because scheme details need to be worked up, it
gives a quantum of income, expenditure and borrowing that may be expected.
In the cash flow these costs (budgets) have been estimated as follows:1.

Metro Works- £31m (to be determined at the point of need)
Potential provision for gap funding, the cost of borrowing and bus interchange

2.

Business Incubator - £0.5m
Lease and conversion of 1,000m2 of vacant offices. Some set up costs including
furniture and IT.

3.

Skills Programme - £1.8m
Dedicated training costs. 6 year project @£300,000 per annum

4.

Site Remediation & Infrastructure - £18m (to be determined at the point of need)
8 year programme @ £1m per annum grants and direct public expenditure.
Plus a potential £10m one off infrastructure cost.

5.

Land acquisition and access road - £5m
5 year grant and direct works programme @ £1m per year

6.

Harts Hill Regeneration - £5m
5 year grant and direct works programme @ £1m per year
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7.

Improvements to Brierley Hill High Street. £5m
5 years grants and direct works programme @ £1m per year

8.

Project Management & Marketing - £4.67m (over 10 years)

9.

Development of LDOs and simplified planning along with master planning £300k

Until each development scheme is analysed further these costs cannot be firmed up but they
do serve as an initial guide to explore the demand on funds. It should be noted that although
the projected Business Rates Retention (BRR) over 25 years is £52m the list of potential
expenditure items is greater at £71m. The immediate priority spend for the BRR is on revenue
items to fund the delivery team and the marketing detailed below. The capital projects will
need to be reviewed on a case by case basis with the possibility of land owners applying for
LEP funding directly so reducing the demand on the BRR income. This will ensure the future
BRR income is balances and reduce the need to borrow in the early years.
Project team Budget Breakdown
It is estimated that an annual budget of £467,000 will be required from 2017/18 onwards, for at
least the first ten years of the programme, to facilitate delivery of the Enterprise Zone,
including project management, business development support, legal and marketing costs. Of
this, £130,000 is already within existing Regeneration and Enterprise team and associated
DMBC staff time whilst new posts and expenditure totalling £337,000 will be required. These
staff include:Director of Place DMBC

1 Day a month

Chief Officer for Regeneration and Enterprise

4 Day a Month

Enterprise Zone Manager

5 days a week

Head of Planning and Regeneration

1 day Week

Planning Manager

2 days a week

Design and delivery Manager

2 days a week

Planning Officer (LDO)

2 days a week

Principal Accountant

2 days a month

Business Rates Revenues Manager

2 days a month

Group Accountant

2 days a month

Solicitor

2 day a month

Economic Development Officer

2 days a week

Head of Post 16 Funding & Commissioning

1 day a month

Deputy Head of Training and skills

1 day a month

Strategic Surveyor

2 day a month

Enterprise Zone Support Officers x 4

5 days a week

In addition, the Council’s arms length regeneration company New Heritage Regeneration Ltd
will be actively involved in this initiative as part of its role in bringing forward Borough wide
regeneration, and the following staff will be advising on the initiative;
Chief Executive – New Heritage Regeneration
Project Development Managers
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The annual cost of the EZ Delivery team is estimated to be

£ 297k PA

On top of this an annual marketing budget is estimated

£120k PA

Legal costs

£ 50K PA

Total project management and marketing

£467k PA

It is also estimated that resources of £100,000 in 2017/18 and £200,000 in 2018/19 will be
required to support work relating to Local Development Orders and Master planning of the
Enterprise Zone.
In 2018/19 the skills budget is estimated to be £300,000 per year ensuring communication
between the Enterprise Zone and the skills and training providers and local community.
DMBC staff will change from time to time over the life of the Enterprise Zone and inflation will
also need to be evaluated on a year on year basis. Note headline costs are revised from the
Enterprise Zone application 20 7 2016 to include the current figures in the DMBC cabinet
paper 8 February 2017 and subsequent build up to the DMBC Full Council budgets set on 6th
March 2017.

Business Rate Discount (BRD)
An Enterprise Zone also gives Business Rates Discount to encourage new and expanding
businesses in the Enterprise Zone to create jobs, promote business and to grow the local
economy. This cost is reimbursed by the Treasury and is therefore not a direct cost to DMBC.
Business Rate is the common term used but is officially known as National Non-Domestic
Rates (NNDR). Any business locating into the Enterprise Zone within a window of 5 years will
get the NNDR relief of up to £55k per year. The Enterprise Zone application inferred that this
might be extended to a 6th year window if requested within the application. (Note: Application
submission page 19 and included in the table G as an additional year). For the DY5 application this is important
because of the timing of the completion of the Metro and the subsequent 2nd phase office at
the Waterfront. To receive the discount the new business will need to apply through the
DMBC rates team. A simple application form has been designed that can be determined via
the rate team to see if they are eligible and have not received other state aid.
Other Options Considered
In 2014 the Business Innovation Zone was set up for five years, commencing 1st April 2014
that ran up to 31st March 2017. The scheme covered just the Waterfront office complex and
offered to give 100% business rates relief over 2 years for certain qualifying business. This
was financed 50% by DMBC and 50% by the property owner. The scheme had been difficult to
implement because landlords were reluctant to match the 50% DMBC offer and the qualifying
rules were too complex for applicants to gain the benefit.
The Enterprise Zone will have a simple application form with verification being made by the
DMBC Rate team.
Boundary Hopping
With earlier Enterprise Zones there was considerable concern that local businesses would
jump from just outside of the Zone into the Zone to gain the tax relief. Although this is a
consideration there need to be a balance between this and making the Waterfront accessible
for new applicants to achieve the wider goal of a revitalised Brierley Hill. The scheme is
therefore purposely kept simple to maximise accessibility whist aiming the marketing
campaigns to local expanding companies, the wider UK and abroad.
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Project Programme and Phasing
The project splits into two clear delivery phases with the first phase being the delivery of
property that is currently available that can be marketed on day one of the Enterprise Zone on
1 April 2017. This first phase includes 18,000 sqft of vacant office at the Waterfront, the
130,000 sqft of industrial units currently being developed at Pensnett and the Blackbrook
industrial development land. The demand for the second phase is created with the
commitment to deliver the Metro, the Office on the Waterfront being fully let, aided by the
business rate discount and Pensnett phase one also being completed and fully let.
The phasing is captured in the map below:
DY5 Phased Delivery Map

Phase 1 - 2017 to 2020
Metro & Metro stop
Phase 2 - 2020 to 2023+
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Key Milestones
1) DY5 Announced..........................................................................

Jan 2017

2) DY5 budgets agreed...................................................................

March 2017

3) EZ Website up and running……………………………………….

March 2017

4) EZ Launch.................................................................................

April / May 2017

5) PID and MoU agreed..................................................................

May 2017

6) Marketing Plan............................................................................

May 2017

7) Marketing campaign starts targeting sectors …………….………
To promote the phase 1 sites including:
A) Waterfront vacant office
B) Phase 1 industrial sites (ref phasing map above)
C) Targeting key sectors
D) Targeting land and property agents

start April 2017

8) Skills Strategy .........................................................................

May 2017

9) Recruit EZ delivery team…………………………………………

July 2017

10) Early master planning - work on LDOs ………………………....

April to Dec. 2017

11) LGF funding - feasibility work on Phase 1 sites…………………

Dec. 2017

12) LGF Remediation & infrastructure completed on Phase 1 sites.

Dec. 2018

13) Phase 1 Office full……………………………………………… ....

March 2020

14) Metro Feasibility and design ....................................................

2016 to 2019

15) Metro construction starts…………………………………………

Jan 2020

16) Metro complete …………………………………………………

By 2023

17) Masterplan Office phase 2………………………………………

In 2018

18) LDO for phase 2 projects completed ………………………….

Jan 2019

19) Phase 2 office starts construction………………………………

2020

20) Phase 2 first offices ready for occupation ………………………

2023

21) Industrial/Technology land Phase 2 construction starts……......

2020 to 2023
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Marketing Plan
The DY5 Marketing Strategy is summarised below;
Summary of the Marketing strategy
The marketing strategy provides a high level strategy and is written to clearly identify the DY5
Enterprise Zone ‘offer’ and how to reach the target market in the most cost effective way. As
not of the land is owned by DMBC or the LEP one of the challenges is to market to selected
audiences to attract the right occupiers.
Market Segmentation
As a central theme, business and innovation will have a wide appeal to all target audiences.
However, individual marketing delivery plans will be created for each of the DY5 key sectors,
which will indentify how to engage target audiences, creating a tailored and persuasive
investment proposition for each.
The key sectors for the EZ are:technical, advanced manufacturing
business / professional and technical services
digital and design technology
business start-up and
music and sound
expanding local business
Each sector will need separate marketing strategies to ensure that there is a connection to the
target audience. The campaigns will use social media to ensure cost effective ways of
reaching a wide target audience.
The method for identifying investors includes making use of DMBCs existing CRM system,
Tractivity as well as DMBCs subscription information systems such as Fame and Mint to
create market segmentation. The main messages will be captured on a dedicated Enterprise
Zone web site for a clear understanding of the offer along with the use of social media to raise
awareness. The strategy will include working with partners including the West Midlands
Combined Authority and Invest Black Country on targeted campaigns to reach developers,
agents and potential occupiers.
Employing a segmented marketing strategy will give an initial increased marketing spend and
period of intense activity with selected target audiences and tailored marketing collateral rather
than a one size fits all approach. However, this can be justified by exposure to increased and
genuine investment opportunities.
Target Audiences
Having identified the important sectors to target, the audience can also be identified
geographically. A key concern of any Enterprise Zone is that a potential occupant boundary
hops from a local premises just outside the EZ to a location inside to gain the financial benefits
but perhaps does not expand. The ideal solution is that a national or international investor
creates a new high tech investment creating wealth and the potential for exports.
Key sectors have been identified as per above that through a segmented marketing strategy
can attract new business, it also has to be acknowledges that the offer from the Enterprise
Zone is for property and land of which none is in public sector ownership. The opportunities
promoted by the Enterprise Zone will also need to engage current land and property owners
as well as developers, property investors and property agents some of which will be
representing owners.
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Page 27 of 33

DY5 - Dudley’s Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone – Project Implementation Document (PID)

With this in mind the primary and secondary audiences are therefore identified as per below:Primary Audiences
Local, National and International business and industrial end users
 Technical, advanced manufacturing
 Digital and creative
 Business / professional and technical services
 Business start-up business
 Music sector
 Expanding local business
Property Specialists
 Commercial Property agents
 Business start-up agents
 Developers / Constructors
Developers and Investors
 Commercial Developers
 Private Investors
 Institutional Investors
 Venture Capitalists
 International Investors
Secondary Audiences






Media
Local residents
Education establishment
Council staff to forward the message and promote general awareness
The list is not exhaustive but intended as guide.

The marketing strategy is a five year document but also has an action plan that will need to be
revised year on year as per below to give focus for the annual marketing budget identified in
the financial section above.
Department for International Trade
The EZ will also work with DIT to promote the EZ in all of the sectors including advanced
manufacturing and business. The main contact for DIT will be through IBC. DY5 needs to be
registered in DITs databases with key sectors to ensure that any search via the pipeline will
bring up DY5 as an option and in particular the current vacant office space on the Brierley Hill
Waterfront, the Industrial land at Blackbrook and industrial units at Pensnett.
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DY5 – First year Marketing Action plan
Action
DY5 launch

Description
May 2017 launch of EZ

Website

Initial set up with development throughout
the year
Determine requirements and produce
accordingly
Photography, brochure and inserts/flyers,
banners and stand for bespoke campaigns
Organise three social media campaigns for
April, June and September to target DY5
key sectors
Build marketing database and email
announcing launch and other key event,
promoting key messages

Agents
Marketing
collateral
Social media
campaign
Direct e mail to
selected
businesses on
databases
EZ e-bulletin to
all businesses
on databases
New business ebulletin
Events,
exhibitions and
shows
Business visits,
breakfasts and
mayoral
business visits
Familiarisation
visits

Trade press

Signage
International
press and
marketing
Links to
websites
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Create quarterly EZ e-bulletin, which will
be sent to all businesses. To start from
June 2017
Regular and constant presence of EZ in
council’s new business e-bulletin, which is
scheduled to launch in April
MIPIM UK, 18 to 19 Oct 2017
Railtex, 9 to 11 May 2017
Automechanika, 6 to 8 Jun 2017
East Midlands Expo, 9 Oct 2017
Establish mechanism and ongoing
opportunities for visiting business with the
borough and across the region
Organise familiarisation trips for:
 BC LEP Board
 Agents
 Press
 Trade press





Estates Gazette
The Planner
E&S business pages
Bespoke signage for buildings,
interpretation panels and gateways
Organise initial meeting with WMCA, BC
LEP IBC and DIT
Ensure DY5 is linked from WMCA, BC
LEP, IBC, BC Chamber, DIT, DCLG

Lead
BCLEP
DMBC
DMBC

Time frame
Feb 2017 to
May 2017
April onwards

DMBC

April onwards

DMBC

17 Feb 2017

DMBC

Apr 2017 to
March 2018

DMBC

Mar 2017 to
March2018

DMBC

June 2017
Sept 2017
Dec 2017
Mar 2018
Apr onwards

IBC
DMBC

As listed

DMBC

Ongoing

DMBC

Through
Mar/Apr and
May

DMBC

Apr 2017 to
Mar 2018

DMBC

Mar 2017 to
Jul 2017
Apr 2017 to
Mar 2018

WMCA
IBC
DMBC
WMCA
BCLEP
DMBC

Apr 2017
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Equalities & Diversities
The delivery of the DY5 Enterprise Zone is primarily undertaken by personnel employed by
DMBC and as such it is proposed that DMBC’s equality and diversity policy is used.
Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council’s equality policy provides the overall framework for
meeting its commitment to advancing equality. The council recognises the importance of
tackling discrimination and advancing equality between different groups in the community,
whilst also addressing the diverse needs of individuals. The policy covers the Council’s own
employment policies and practices, the provision of services and public functions, and its wider
community leadership role.
The equality policy responds to and is supported by a range of other documents.







The overall strategy for the Borough, The Community Strategy for 2005-20, has as its
vision the promotion of stronger communities throughout the Borough. A primary aim
throughout the strategy is to promote greater equality so that all people are able to
make a full contribution to society.
The Council Plan sets out the Council’s three year priorities and its contribution to
achieving the aims of the community strategy.
The equality scheme sets out the detailed approach to advancing equality over a three
year period.
Directorates’ annual action plans set out the details about their own service areas.
A number of other policies and procedures, advice and guidance documents cover
various equality and human resources issues.

While the policy is not driven just by legislation, it recognises the importance of ensuring that
the Council can meet its statutory duties. These are mainly set out in the Equality Act 2010.
Overall objective of the policy
The overall objective of the Council's equality and diversity policy is to:




eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;
advance equality of opportunity; and
foster good relations between people from different backgrounds.

This objective covers the Council’s employment policies and practices, and its services and
public functions. The Council will lead by example and will work with its partner organisations
and the Borough’s communities in order to achieve this objective.
The objective applies to all groups protected under the Equality Act 2010. The Council will also
make sure that it does not treat less favourably on any grounds that cannot be shown to be
justified people protected by other legislation, such as that covering trade union or political
activities, social class, where a person lives or spent convictions.
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While the Council is committed to meeting its duties under equality legislation, it also aims to
follow the good practice set out in statutory codes of practice and guidance which accompany
the legislation.

Aims of the policy
In meeting the overall objective of the policy, a number of more detailed aims have been
identified covering general aims, services and employment.
General aims
The Council aims:
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To provide community leadership on equality issues and to work with its partner
organisations and the community to make the Borough a place to live, work and visit
free from discrimination and harassment.
To incorporate equality principles from the start in all its policies, plans and strategies.
To assess the equality impact of its policies, services and decisions, and to determine
the needs of its employees, customers and citizens.
To identify the equality and diversity outcomes it wants to achieve for its employees,
customers and communities.
To reflect the diversity of the Borough in its publications, events and other marketing
and communications activities.
To follow the social model of disability.
To apply the principles of this policy in its commissioning and procurement activities
and in services commissioned through other organisations.
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Major Risks
Below is a high level risk register for the DY5 Project. When each element of the project is
developed separate risk registers will be delivered with a high level risk register being
discussed at monthly EZ delivery team meetings.

DY5 EZ – Risk Register
Risk

Metro project not
achieved

Metro Delayed

New office
construction delayed

New Industrial Land
delayed

Probability

Impact

mark
1 low
5 high

mark
1 low
5 high

2

5

3

3

2

4

4

4

RAG

10

12

12

8

Mitigation

Potential of EZ 25 year
retained business rates
needed to close funding gap

1) Engaged with delivery body
to ensure plans are developing
2) Provide short term
alternative transport
3) Phased delivery of sites
4) Provide resource to aid
delivery of the business case
1) Extend Business rates to 6
year window to ensure longest
window of opportunity.
2) Develop LDO to reduce
development time.
3) Targeted marketing to
increase demand in early
years and bring forward
development time.
1) Offer Remediation grants
through LGF
2) Develop LDO to make land
more accessible to the market

Condition of vacant
Waterfront offices
not attractive to the
market
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4

3

12

1) Offer Remediation grants
through LGF
2) Landlords to offer rent free
periods to prospective
occupiers to enable
investment in the property

V4 27 03 2017
Lead
Responsibility

DMBC EZ
Team
Midlands
Metro Alliance
DMBC EZ
Team
WMTA

DMBC
EZ Status
Award
DMBC
Planning
DMBC EZ
Team

DMBC EZ
Team working
with
BCLEP
DMBC
Planning
DMBC EZ
Team working
with
BCLEP
DMBC
Private sector
landlords
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Lack of market
demand for vacant
offices

4

4

16

Increased site
development
abnormal costs, e.g.
site levelling, site
access, utilities,
contamination etc.

3

3

9

Business Service
Sector skilled labour
shortages constrain
business growth

1

2

2

Modelled business
rate retention levels
are less than
projected

3

3

9

Prudential borrowing
rates increase
beyond Treasury
forecasts

2

2

2017 Business rating
revaluation reduces
income

2

Lack of market
demand for EZ Sites

4
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1) Business rate relief offered
for new & expanding
occupants.
2) Comprehensive joint
marketing programmes by the
landlords, BCLEP, WMCA and
DMBC EZ Team
3) Phasing of the development
A Local Growth Fund bid for a
programme of works across
the EZ to be developed to
have circ. £4m fund. The first
step is for feasibility study
work followed by abnormal,
remediation and
infrastructure LEP funding.
1) Education and training
programmes provided in
conjunction with local
colleges.
2) Ensure apprenticeship
schemes address employers
skills gaps
3) Transport improvements to
widen market catchment
1) Prioritisation of project
expenditure in accordance
with available funding.
2) Phasing of capital projects

EZ Status
Awarded
BCLEP WMCA
and DMBC EZ
Team
Developer/
site owner

4

1) Prioritisation of project
expenditure in accordance
with available funding.
2) Phasing of capital projects

EZ Executive
Board

2

4

Prudent projection to be used
when spending against future
income projections

Dudley MBC

4

16

1) EZ Enhancements of
Business rate relief
2) Comprehensive joint
marketing programmes
including landlords,
commercial agents, BCLEP,
WMCA and DMBC.
3) Phased delivery of sites
4) Establish a LGF land
remediation fund

BCLEP and
DMBC EZ
Team

5) Develop LDOs

Planning

DMBC to
facilitate
submitting LGF
Feasibility
application /s
to BCLEP

DMBC working
with education
establishments
with funding
from EZ
Business Rates
Retention.
Midlands
Metro Alliance
EZ Executive
Board

EZ Executive
Board
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PR coverage – April 2017
Broadcast/websites:
6 April 2017 – The PR for the Black Country Broadband project cash injection and 40,000
premises milestone, was featured as a news item on the Chamber website
https://www.blackcountrychamber.co.uk/bccc-news/item/4198-black-country-broadbandproject-gets-%C2%A31-2m-cash-injection-as-technology-roll-out-reaches-40,000households-and-businesses

___________________________________________________________________
Complete list of April coverage – 184 articles (total value: £207,158.98)
WMCA gives £53m for cleanup sites
Brownfield Briefing (Main), 01/03/2017, p.4, Unattributed
enable us to bring forward key sites across the Black Country, building new homes for our residents as well as
developing sites identified to support our world-class manufacturing sector," adds Stewart Towe, chair of the
BCLEP.
council seeks £l3m for major roadworks
Walsall Chronicle (Main), 30/03/2017, p.15, Unattributed
signals. The scheme, which is hoped will increase the capacity on the route, will cost £2.3 million, with the council
looking for £1.38m of that funding to come from the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership's 'Accessing
Growth' fund. Work will target two locations - the A461 Lichfield Road at the B4152 Salters Road junction
together with the A461Lichfield Road at
Jobs and homes on way
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 30/03/2017, p.14, Unattributed
the region. It will create 1,800 new jobs. Dozens of brownfield sites will be decontaminated and brought back into
Use as part of the Land Funds scheme. Bosses at the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) said it
would free up more land for development and housing and could lead to additional investment of £97m. The
funding has been pledged
D U D L E Y ' S B U S I N E S S AND i n I N N O V A T I O N ENTERPRISE ZONE
Estates Gazette (Main), 01/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
exciting opportunity to relocate to an exclusive waterfront location, in the heart of the West Midlands and indeed
the UK. Part of the Black Country Enterprise Zone led by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership on
behalf of West Midlands Combined Authority, DY5 joins a portfolio of sites including Darlaston and
Wolverhampton North (inc i54), spread over 120 hectares. To
Firm's moving in day
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 03/04/2017, p.11, Unattributed
It's moving in day for the first business to relocate to a multi-million pound business and innovation zone. Earlier
this year, Dudley Council, Black Country LEP and West Midlands Combined Authority were given the green light
to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone. Insurance Protector Group (IPG) is
celebrating being
High Value Manufacturing City
Machinery Market (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
High Value Manufacturing City : Investment opportunities in the High Value Manufacturing City programme were
promoted by the Black Country LEP at the recent MIPIM Property exhibition in Cannes. The HVM City
programme, which was unveiled in March 2016, aims to add more than £1 billion
Prime Point starts to take shape
Commercial News Media (Web), 04/04/2017, Unattributed

property. Three years ago, LCP invested £1.5 million in Progress Point, a speculative development on the estate
comprising 21,000 sq ft of high quality warehouse and industrial space. The Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Hereford Times (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Cotswold Journal (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Dudley News (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Droitwich Spa Advertiser (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Halesowen News (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Kidderminster Shuttle (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Stourbridge News (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Bromsgrove Advertiser (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic

First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Worcester News (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Malvern Gazette (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Tewkesbury Admag (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Redditch Advertiser (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Ludlow Advertiser (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Ledbury Reporter (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
First business moves into Brierley Hill enterprise zone
Evesham Journal (Web), 03/04/2017, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
Hippodrome appeal taking centre stage
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 04/04/2017, p.4, Jessica Labhart
building. Campaigners leading the restoration want a solicitor to come in to help them put together a business
plan, which they hope will strengthen their case for funding from the Black Country LEP . At a public meeting
involving The Black Country Hippodrome, campaigner Steve Daniels said; "We can't do anything until we have
raised the £4,500 to pay for
DY5 enterprise zone offers opportunities
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 04/04/2017, p.25, Unattributed
exciting opportunity to relocate to an exclusive waterfront location, in the heart of the West Midlands and indeed
the UK. Part of the Black Country Enterprise Zone led by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership on

behalf of West Midlands Combined Authority, DY5 joins a portfolio of sites including Darlaston and
Wolverhampton North (inc i54), spread over 120 hectares. To
HIPPODROME Campaigners need £4,500 for [...]
Express and Star (Dudley) (Main), 04/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
campaigners have hit an obstacle as they need to raise £4,500 for a solicitor. Until the money has been found,
they will be unable to submit legal plans to the Black Country LEP and start work on the building. The delay was
revealed during a meeting of the campaigners. Campaigner Steve Daniels said: "We all have lots of ideas about
Dudley Hippodrome appeal taking centre stage
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 04/04/2017, Unattributed
Campaigners leading the restoration want a solicitor to come in to help them put together a business plan, which
they hope will strengthen their case for funding from the Black Country LEP. At a public meeting involving The
Black Country Hippodrome, campaigner Steve Daniels said; "We can't do anything until we have raised the
£4,500 to pay for
Press release: Twelve new Enterprise Zones go live
GOV.UK (Web), 04/04/2017, Unattributed
) North East Round 2 (North East LEP ) York Central (York, North Yorkshire and East Riding LEP ) Midlands
Engine Brierley Hill (Black Country LEP ) Loughborough and Leicester (Leicester and Leicestershire LEP ) South
West Cornwall MarineHub (Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LEP ) Dorset
Twelve new Enterprise Zones have gone live, helping to boost economic growth from the north-east to
the south-west
FEnews.co.uk (Web), 04/04/2017, Unattributed
Corridor (Leeds City Region LEP) North East Round 2 (North East LEP) York Central (York, North Yorkshire and
East Riding LEP) Midlands Engine Brierley Hill (Black Country LEP) Loughborough and Leicester (Leicester and
Leicestershire LEP) South West Cornwall MarineHub (Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LEP) Dorset (Dorset LEP)
Heart of
Uni conference builds confidence in manufacturing growth
Edquarter (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
years engineering experience in the automotive industry including Head of Engineering for Tata Motors in India,
David Danger (UTC Aerospace), Rachel Eade (Red Ltd), Graham Jones (JLR), Ninder Johal (Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership), Tony Collins (former CEO of Virgin Rail), Dr Russell Bromley (The Way Ahead
Business Centre Ltd), John Yates (Engineering Integrity Society) and Jake Godfrey (Institute
Uni conference builds confidence in manufacturing growth
UniversityBusiness.co.uk (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
years engineering experience in the automotive industry including Head of Engineering for Tata Motors in India,
David Danger (UTC Aerospace), Rachel Eade (Red Ltd), Graham Jones (JLR), Ninder Johal (Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership), Tony Collins (former CEO of Virgin Rail), Dr Russell Bromley (The Way Ahead
Business Centre Ltd), John Yates (Engineering Integrity Society) and Jake Godfrey (Institute
Uni conference builds confidence in manufacturing growth
Education Technology (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
years engineering experience in the automotive industry including Head of Engineering for Tata Motors in India,
David Danger (UTC Aerospace), Rachel Eade (Red Ltd), Graham Jones (JLR), Ninder Johal (Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership), Tony Collins (former CEO of Virgin Rail), Dr Russell Bromley (The Way Ahead
Business Centre Ltd), John Yates (Engineering Integrity Society) and Jake Godfrey (Institute
THE SPICE MAN
Director (Main), 01/04/2017, p.26, Ryan Herman
know what the region needs and by having local leaders I feel that we will move a lot faster. I'll give you an
example: a few years ago with the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership we negotiated the deal with
Jaguar Land Rover to open a factory in Wolverhampton and produce engines. Jaguar Land Rover said they
would put in

SPECULATIVE SCHEME MOVES FORWARD
Midlands Insider Daily (Main), 04/04/2017, p.9, Unattributed
Midlands f Storm Rannard Max Shelley and James Bird of Bulleys, Gemma Butler, Harry Lea and Matthew Tilt, of
LSH, Andrew Preston, Dave Franklin of McPhillips. Tom Westley of the Black Country LEP, Steve Featherstone
and Jason Goss of LCP The steel frame of a multimillion-pound speculative development in the Black Country
has been erected. Four units totaling 130,000 sq
Government drives Industrial Strategy with 12 new Enterprise Zones
B Daily (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
M62 Corridor (Leeds City Region LEP) North East Round 2 (North East LEP) York Central (York, North Yorkshire
and East Riding LEP) Midlands Brierley Hill (Black Country LEP) Loughborough and Leicester (Leicester and
Leicestershire LEP) South West Cornwall MarineHub (Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LEP) Dorset (Dorset LEP)
Heart of
New enterprise zones go live
Insider Media Limited (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
are: M62 Corridor (Leeds City Region LEP) North East Round 2 (North East LEP) York Central (York, North
Yorkshire and East Riding LEP) Brierley Hill (Black Country LEP) Loughborough and Leicester (Leicester and
Leicestershire LEP) Cornwall MarineHub (Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LEP) Dorset (Dorset LEP) Heart of the
South West
Twelve new Enterprise Zones go live
WiredGov (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
Corridor (Leeds City Region LEP) North East Round 2 (North East LEP) York Central (York, North Yorkshire and
East Riding LEP) Midlands Engine Brierley Hill (Black Country LEP) Loughborough and Leicester (Leicester and
Leicestershire LEP) South West Cornwall MarineHub (Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LEP) Dorset (Dorset LEP)
Heart of
First firm moves to new DY5 zone
Dudley News (Main), 05/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
with the keys to the new office at Quay House Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and West
Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant upturn
in the borough's economic growth
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Malvern Gazette (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business hub begins to take shape
Worcester News (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Ledbury Reporter (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business hub begins to take shape
Evesham Journal (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
is a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed

Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Tewkesbury Admag (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Redditch Advertiser (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Hereford Times (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business hub begins to take shape
Halesowen News (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
is a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Kidderminster Shuttle (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Dudley News (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Droitwich Spa Advertiser (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business hub begins to take shape
Cotswold Journal (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
is a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Bromsgrove Advertiser (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Ludlow Advertiser (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed

Multi-million pound Kingswinford business development 'Prime Point'begins to take shape
Stourbridge News (Web), 05/04/2017, Unattributed
a real lack of supply of available industrial units across the region for occupiers, and the timing for the
construction of the Prime Point development couldn't be better." The Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Warehouse plan near enterprise zone
Shropshire Star (Main), 06/04/2017, p.26, Unattributed
office space and 139 car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and
Arringford Limited. Wolverhampton council will decide whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to
the area around the i54 Enterprise Zone. "This recent new summarises
Warehouses and 139 space car park plan for land next to i54 resurfaces
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 06/04/2017, p.6, Rob Cox
car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and Arringford Limited
and it will be up to Wolverhampton council whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to the area
around the i54 Enterprise Zone. He added: "This recent
£600k to improve routes for students
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 06/04/2017, p.19, Jessica Labhart
'to create a safer walking and cycling route for students between the city centre's transport Interchange and the
University of Wolverhampton's new Springfield Campus.' The project was financed from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership's Access to Growth fund. The streets around what is the former Springfield Brewery site
had poor pedestrian and cyclist provision and suffered from traffic passing
Fresh talks on demolition of eyesore block
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 06/04/2017, p.25, Richard Guttridge
will remain about when work will start. Councillor Ahmed is desperate to get the scheme moving. He said: "We
are supporting and helping them to make an application to the Black Country LEP to get funding for the
demolition of the building. "We are actively supporting them to try and get the plans through. "It's the gateway to
Dudley and
£600k cycling and walking routes open
Express and Star (Walsall) (Main), 06/04/2017, p.19, Jessica Labhart
scheme 'to create a safer walking and cycling route for students between the city's transport Interchange and the
University of Wolverhampton's new Springfield Campus'. The project was financed from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership's Access to Growth fund. The streets around what is the former Springfield Brewery site
had poor pedestrian and cyclist provision and suffered from traffic passing
£600k cycle and walking routes open
Express and Star (Dudley) (Main), 06/04/2017, p.19, Jessica Labhart
scheme 'to create a safer walking and cycling route for students between the city's transport Interchange and the
University of Wolverhampton's new Springfield Campus'. The project was financed from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership's Access to Growth fund. The improvement works aim to provide better and safer
surroundings for students at the newly-opened West Midlands University Technical College (UTC)
Fresh talks on demolition of Dudley eyesore Cavendish House
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
about when work will start. Councillor Ahmed is desperate to get the scheme moving. He said: "We are
supporting and helping them to make an application to the Black Country LEP to get funding for the demolition of
the building. "We are actively supporting them to try and get the plans through. "It's the gateway to Dudley
Commission launched to help raise region's economic performance
Business Birmingham (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
"The delivery of both the WMCA's and the GBSLEP's Strategic Economic Plans will be strengthened by the
findings of the commission, enabling us to foster stronger conditions for growth." Stewart Towe, chair of the Black
Country LEP, added: "Across the West Midlands we have examples of good productivity driven by businesses

but equally we have challenges. "Skills,
First business welcomed into new enterprize zone
Stourbridge News (Main), 06/04/2017, p.24, Unattributed
signed up to occupy for a minimum of five years. Alan Lunt, Dudley Council's strategic director responsible for
regeneration and economic development, said the zone - launched by the council, Black Country LEP and the
West Midlands Combined Authority - is expected to create 7,000 new jobs in its life span and "give a significant
upturn in the borough's economic
Warehouses and 139 space car park plan for land next to i54 resurfaces
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and Arringford Limited
and it will be up to Wolverhampton council whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to the area
around the i54 Enterprise Zone. He added: "This
Prime Point starts to take shape
Downtown In Business (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
property. Three years ago, LCP invested £1.5 million in Progress Point, a speculative development on the estate
comprising 21,000 sq ft of high quality warehouse and industrial space. The Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (BCLEP) has been supporting LCP with this latest development. Unattributed
Black Country Broadband Scheme to Cover Extra 2,000 Premises via #1.2m Boost
ISPreview (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
the public purse. By completion the project hopes to have upgraded / installed 431 street cabinets and delivered
49,841 Total Homes Passed (THP). The good news is that the Black Country LEP has now allocated an
additional £1.2 million to the scheme, which should extend the service to another 2,000 premises (around £600
per premise). Ninder Johal,
Black Country Broadband Scheme to Cover Extra 2,000 Premises via #1.2m Boost
ISPreview (Web), 06/04/2017, Unattributed
the public purse. By completion the project hopes to have upgraded / installed 431 street cabinets and delivered
49,841 Total Homes Passed (THP). The good news is that the Black Country LEP has now allocated an
additional £1.2 million to the scheme, which should extend the service to another 2,000 premises (around £600
per premise).
Turbocharged
The Planner (Main), 01/04/2017, p.22, Unattributed
[HL]:-Turbocharged [SBHL]:- W
Multi-million pound music school backed
Express and Star (Dudley) (Main), 07/04/2017, p.19, Unattributed
economic development, said the plans 'ticked all the right boxes' for 'exciting redevelopment' of the area. Dudley
Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build with further funding coming from the Black Country LEP and
private partners. Councillor Ahmed said: "This is really exciting and we are now doing what we can to make sure
that they get the right funding
MOVE TO GET RID OF EYESORE
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 06/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
auction in London in 2015. Councillor Ahmed said he was desperate to get this scheme moving. He said: "We
are supporting and helping them to make an application to the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership to get
funding for the demolition of the building. We are actively supporting them to try and get the plans through. "It's
the gateway to
HIPPODROME Campaigners need £4,500 for solicitor
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 06/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
Hippodrome have hit an obstacle as they need to raise £4,500 for a solicitor. Until the money has been found,
they will be unable to submit legal plans to the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and start work on
refurbishing the iconic building, which they saved from demolition. The delay was revealed to the public during a
meeting of The

MOVE TO RID OF EYESORE
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 06/04/2017, p.1, Richard Guttridge
auction in London in 2015. Councillor Ahmed said he was desperate to get this scheme moving. He said: "We
are supporting and helping them to make an application to the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership to get
funding for the demolition of the building. We are actively supporting them to try and get the plans through. "It's
the gateway to
HIPPODROME Campaigners need £4,500 for solicitor
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 06/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
Hippodrome have hit an obstacle as they need to raise £4,500 for a solicitor. Until the money has been found,
they will be unable to submit legal plans to the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and start work on
refurbishing the iconic building, which they saved from demolition. The delay was revealed to the public during a
meeting of The
Director/ Reader / Professor of Brownfield Research and Innovation
Environment Analyst News (Blog), 07/04/2017, Unattributed
centre of Wolverhampton. With excellent industrial links, active research programmes and professionally
accredited courses, the School is committed to further growing its existing research and consultancy provision.
Together with the Black Country LEP, we have invested strategically in ambitious plans to create a unique centre
of excellence known as the ‘Brownfield Research and Innovation Centre' (BRIC). We are now seeking
demolition of eyesore block Fresh talks on
Stafford Express & Star (Main), 06/04/2017, p.31, Unattributed
will remain about when work will start. Councillor Ahmed is desperate to get the scheme moving. He said: "We
are supporting and helping them to make an application to the Black Country LEP to get funding for the
demolition of the building. "We are actively supporting them to try and get the plans through. "It's the gateway to
Dudley and
Campaigners need £4,500 for solicitor
Halesowen Chronicle (Main), 06/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
Hippodrome have hit an obstacle as they need to raise £4,500 for a solicitor. Until the money has been found,
they will be unable to submit legal plans to the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and start work on
refurbishing the iconic building, which they saved from demolition. The delay was revealed during a meeting of
The Black Country Hippodrome
A449 Stafford Road facing 18-month long round of roadworks on way
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 08/04/2017, Unattributed
aim of the latest scheme is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership ‘Local Growth
Fund'. Councillor Steve Evans, Wolverhampton council's cabinet member for city environment, said: "Our
highways improvements programme is making a big difference to
Not again! More A449 roadworks on way
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 08/04/2017, p.7, Robert Cox
The aim of the latest scheme is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local Growth
Fund'. Councillor Steve Evans, Wolverhampton council's cabinet member for city environment, said: "Our
highways improvements programme is making a big difference to the
Chartered director Jason Wouhra's strategy to turn East End Foods into a #1bn powerhouse
Director (Web), 11/04/2017, Unattributed
know what the region needs and by having local leaders I feel that we will move a lot faster. I'll give you an
example: a few years ago with the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership we negotiated the deal with
Jaguar Land Rover to open a factory in Wolverhampton and produce engines.Jaguar Land Rover said they would
put in almost
LCP's Prime Point project taking shape
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 11/04/2017, p.23, Unattributed
of the largest secure business estates in Europe, home to 160 firms. Three years ago, LCP invested £1.5 million

in Progress Point, 21,000 sq ft ofwarehousing and industrial space. The Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership has been supporting LCP with this latest development.
Free training courses on offer
Dudley News (Main), 12/04/2017, p.15, Bev Holder
feature classroom-based learning plus practical teaching. Open to any Black Country based employer, the
courses will support the Black Country Skills Factory's aim of addressing the skills shortages in the Black Country
LEP's five transformational sectors (advanced manufacturing, transport technologies, building technologies,
environmental technologies and business services). Skills Factory director Colin Parker said: "We've worked hard
to put together a
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Bromsgrove Advertiser (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Worcester News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good grounding as
they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands Combined
Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise
Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Ledbury Reporter (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Hereford Times (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Dudley News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor of Dudley visits first businesses to launch at new DY5 Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone in
Brierley Hill
Dudley News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good grounding as
they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands Combined
Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise
Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Cotswold Journal (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.

Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Kidderminster Shuttle (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor of Dudley visits first businesses to launch at new DY5 Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone in
Brierley Hill
Halesowen News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good grounding as
they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands Combined
Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise
Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Droitwich Spa Advertiser (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Ludlow Advertiser (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Redditch Advertiser (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Tewkesbury Admag (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor visits first businesses to launch at new Enterprise Zone in Brierley Hill
Stourbridge News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone – at The Waterfront.
Mayor of Dudley visits first businesses to launch at new DY5 Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone in
Brierley Hill
Stourbridge News (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good grounding as
they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands Combined
Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise
Zone – at The Waterfront.

The Black Country Technology & Skills Event
University Of Wolverhampton (Web), 12/04/2017, Unattributed
forge ahead and upskill their workforce. The changes can also help the Black Country as a region achieve its
strategic aims of apprenticeship growth. TheBusinessDesk.com, in association with the Black Country LEP and
the Elite Centre for Manufacturing Skills (ECMS), is holding a seminar to examine what businesses need to do to
play an active part in creating a
Roadworks misery makes city a go-slow
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 13/04/2017, p.3, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace iron gas
mains. Other works are ongoing further south on
Wolverhampton named among slowest cities in UK for clogged roads and traffic jams
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 13/04/2017, Unattributed
aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership ‘Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
1km of iron gas mains. Other
Fame! Music performance school is on its way as plans approved
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 14/04/2017, p.6, Judith Hawkins
It will give students the chance to gain fully-accredited degrees, which will specialise in performance, production,
education, management and composition. Dudley Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build, with the
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners providing further funding. As well as
providing education to students, the new school aims to develop a close relationship with community
Warehouse plans for ex-playing fields bad
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.15, Unattributed
now been submitted to build two huge warehouses with additional office space and 139 car parking spaces. The
latest application to Wolverhampton Council is from Maizelands Limited and Arringford Limited. Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good
addition to the area around the i54. Successful He added: "This summarises where
£600k to create safe route for students
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.10, Jessica Labhart
The streets around what is the former Springfield Brewery site had poor pedestrian and cyclist provision with
traffic passing between Cannock Road and Wednesfield Road, often at inappropriate speeds. The improvement
works aim to provide better and safer surroundings for students at the newly-opened West Midlands University
Technical College (UTC) on the Springfield Campus. Councillor John Reynolds, cabinet member for
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Walsall Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2

employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Multi-million pound music school backed
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
and economic development, said the plans 'ticked all the right boxes' for redevelopment of the area. Dudley
Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build with further funding coming from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners. Councillor Ahmed said: "This is really exciting and we are now
doing what we can to make sure that they get
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Sandwell Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Multi-million pound music school backed
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
and economic development, said the plans 'ticked all the right boxes' for redevelopment of the area. Dudley
Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build with further funding coming from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners. Councillor Ahmed said: "This is really exciting and we are now
doing what we can to make sure that they get
Councils told they can share part of £500m to help with road repairs
Cannock & Lichfield Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Fame! Music performance school on the way as plans approved for Brierley Hill
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 14/04/2017, Unattributed
will give students the chance to gain fully-accredited degrees, which will specialise in performance, production,
education, management and composition. Dudley Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build, with the
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners providing further funding. As well as
providing education to students, the new school aims to develop a close relationship with
Call for more cash support as fewer than 100 eye top apprenticeships
Express and Star (City Final) (Main), 15/04/2017, p.4, Peter Madeley
region's economy from being held back. And Labour's candidate for West Midlands Mayor SiÃ´n Simon says
Whitehall should allow the region to determine its own apprenticeship of opportunities available. Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership member Ninder Johal, said: "When apprenticeships were relaunched a few years
ago it took a while for employers to get their heads around the system.
City hit hardest by high street closures
Express and Star (City Final) (Main), 15/04/2017, p.12, Unattributed
135 coffee shops in the region. Meanwhile, fashion shops, including women's clothes shops and department
stores, were among the hardest hit in 2016 as the move to online continues. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said: "With Wolverhampton, the city is going through a massive
regeneration and I am sure the figures will go the other

Black Country Broadband Project gets #1.2m boot to reach 40,000 homes and businesses
Stourbridge News (Web), 15/04/2017, Unattributed
the most of the new superfast broadband technology being rolled out across the region. The call comes as the
multi-million pound Black Country Broadband Project – led by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP) and BT – announced it had now reached another major milestone, making faster fibre broadband available
to more than 40,000 local premises. The
Black Country Broadband Project gets #1.2m boot to reach 40,000 homes and businesses
Dudley News (Web), 15/04/2017, Unattributed
the most of the new superfast broadband technology being rolled out across the region. The call comes as the
multi-million pound Black Country Broadband Project – led by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP) and BT – announced it had now reached another major milestone, making faster fibre broadband available
to more than 40,000 local premises. The
Black Country Broadband Project gets #1.2m boot to reach 40,000 homes and businesses
Halesowen News (Web), 15/04/2017, Unattributed
the most of the new superfast broadband technology being rolled out across the region. The call comes as the
multi-million pound Black Country Broadband Project – led by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP) and BT – announced it had now reached another major milestone, making faster fibre broadband available
to more than 40,000 local premises. The
Wolverhampton hit hardest by high street closures in the West Midlands
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 15/04/2017, Unattributed
135 coffee shops in the region. Meanwhile, fashion shops, including women's clothes shops and department
stores, were among the hardest hit in 2016 as the move to online continues. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said : "With Wolverhampton, the city is going through a massive
regeneration and I am sure the figures will go the
RIS SYSTEMS SET TO FAST TRACK WOLVERHAMPTON START UPS
Electrical Engineering (Main), 01/04/2017, p.19, Unattributed
basket at the University of Wolverhampton's £10 million Science, Technology Si Prototyping Centre. Located on
the University of Wolverhampton Science Park, and part funded by a £4-Bm grant from the Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership, the 4000m5 facility will encourage collaboration and innovation, with a 'street' of shared
workspace and break out/collaboration spaces, along with flexible hire arrangements for high
POWER100 TEN OUT OF TEN
Midlands Business Insider (West) (Main), 01/05/2017, p.7, Unattributed
chief executive, GKN over from Caparo. Liberty, based in South Wales, has been aggressively acquisitive 8
STUART TOWE under its owners, the Gupta family, investing Hadley Industries & chair of Black Country LEP
more than £500m in UK steel and engineering assets over 18 months. It now holds the 9 GEORGE GILLESPIE
production stream from raw steel and hydro- chief
Training courses to address skills gap
Machinery Market (Web), 16/04/2017, Unattributed
Training courses to address skills gap : The Black Country Skills Factory has set up training courses (running in
March and April) that are designed to address the area's skills shortages and are being delivered by ‘best
practice'
Fast movement of goods 'vital' for city
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 17/04/2017, p.27, Unattributed
A LONG-term vision is needed to get the city's clogged up roads moving faster, a business leader has said.
Ninder Johal, board member of Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership, said it was vital the causes behind
delays were dealt with to ensure Wolverhampton kept its key industries. Analysis by vehicle tracking firm Satrak
ranked
Fast movement of goods 'vital' for city
Express and Star (Walsall) (Main), 17/04/2017, p.27, Unattributed
A LONG-term vision is needed to get the city's clogged up roads moving faster, a business leader has said.
Ninder Johal, board member of Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership, said it was vital the causes behind
delays were dealt with to ensure Wolverhampton kept its key industries. Analysis by vehicle tracking firm Satrak
ranked

Firms benefit from high speed broadband
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 18/04/2017, p.24, Unattributed
Soho and Victoria, and West Bromwich are among the latest communities to benefit from installation work being
carried out by the Black Country Broadband Project and its lead partners - Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP), Government department BDUK, and BT Openreach. As part of the roll-out, engineers have
installed more than 350 road-side cabinets to enable local premises to
Call for more cash support as fewer than 100 eye top apprenticeships
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 15/04/2017, p.4, Peter Madeley
Labour's candidate for West Midlands Mayor SiÃ´n Simon says Whitehall should allow the region to determine its
own apprenticeship budget in a bid increase the number of opportunities available. Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership member Ninder Johal, said: "When apprenticeships were relaunched a few years ago it
took a while for employers to get their heads around the system.
City hit hardest by high street closures
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 15/04/2017, p.12, Robert Cox
135 coffee shops in the region. Meanwhile, fashion shops, including women's clothes shops and department
stores, were among the hardest hit in 2016 as the move to online continues. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said: "With Wolverhampton, the city is going through a massive
regeneration and I am sure the figures will go the other
Roads: Wolverhampton
They Work For You (Web), 19/04/2017, Unattributed
road infrastructure and their share of funding from the West Midlands Integrated Transport Authority (£284.133M
– second table plus third point), and is benefitting from various investments by the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (see point 4). Unattributed
Successful launch of the Black Country Skills Factory courses
MidlandsBusinessNews.co.uk (Web), 18/04/2017, Unattributed
Successful launch of the Black Country Skills Factory courses : Wolverhampton based Total Construction
Supplies Ltd are one of the first companies to take advantage of the fully funded bite-sized training courses
provided by
Railway bridge work is staying on track
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 19/04/2017, p.15, Jessica Labhart
major revamp of the train network in the Black Country. The plans to reopen Portobello station in Willenhall and
the station in Darlaston were discussed at a meeting of the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership. Funding
for the project, which is part of a wider plan to rejuvenate transport across the region, still needs to be secured
with the plans
PM's decision a surprise for businesses
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 19/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
investment that our local economy depends on." Ninder Johal " One of the first Black Country businessmen to
come face to face with the Prime Minister after the announcement was Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member Ninder Johal. The Wednebury-based managing director of Nachural Records and
former Black Country Chamber president was attending a reception at 10 Downing Street
Work on track to replace historic Albrighton railway bridge
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 19/04/2017, Unattributed
revamp of the train network in the Black Country. The plans to reopen Portobello station in Willenhall and the
station in Darlaston were discussed at a meeting of the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership. What do you
think? Share your thoughts and join the discussion. Be the first to comment Funding for the project, which
No rest for the workers ? replacing listed Albrighton railway bridge well under way
Shropshire Star (Web), 19/04/2017, Unattributed
revamp of the train network in the Black Country. The plans to reopen Portobello station in Willenhall and the
station in Darlaston were discussed at a meeting of the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership. Funding for
the project, which is part of a wider plan to rejuvenate transport across the region, still needs to be secured with
the

New music school
Halesowen Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.10, Unattributed
the rest will be contributed by the institute itself. "More jobs will be created for the area too, which is always a
positive. We are keeping the pressure on the Black Country LEP to ensure this growth." The campus will include
a lecture theatre, classrooms, practice rooms, a library, recording studios, an independent radio station, a sound
and light control
Councils can now share in £500m fund
Halesowen Chronicle (Main), 13/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
are carried out. The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2
employment area. The scheme is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership
'Local Growth Fund'. A drop-in session to see more details and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, at St
James Church, Taunton
Mayor at launch of DY5 initiative
Stourbridge News (Main), 20/04/2017, p.10, Unattributed
business from the ground up and gain vast amounts of experience and knowledge that will give them a good
grounding as they move forward in their career." Dudley Council, the Black Country LEP and West Midlands
Combined Authority were given the green light earlier this year to launch DY5 - Dudley's Business and Innovation
Enterprise Zone - at The Waterfront.
Multi-million pound scheme is underway
Stourbridge News (Main), 20/04/2017, p.6, Unattributed
date of November. Marketing agents from commercial property specialists Bulleys and Lambert Smith Hampton
(LSH) joined LCP to mark the milestone in the construction, being undertaken by Telford-based McPhillips. The
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership has been supporting LCP with the development. Andrew Preston, of
LCP, with staff from Bulleys, LSH, LCP, and Black Country LEP, outside the company's new
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Kidderminster Shuttle (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Droitwich Spa Advertiser (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped the work will start
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Bromsgrove Advertiser (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Cotswold Journal (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Hereford Times (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on

Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Halesowen News (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Stourbridge News (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Worcester News (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Evesham Journal (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped the work will start
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Redditch Advertiser (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped the work will start
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Ledbury Reporter (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Malvern Gazette (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Tewkesbury Admag (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped

New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Ludlow Advertiser (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped
New traffic-busting technology to be installed at bottleneck junction
Dudley News (Web), 20/04/2017, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped the work will start
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
High street numbers are hit hardest in city
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.2, Unattributed
now 135 coffee shops in the region. Meanwhile fashion shops, including women's clothes shops and department
stores, were amongst the hardest hit in 2016 as the move to online continues. Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said High Streets are turning into 'visitor attractions.' He added:
"People are preferring to spend their money on experiences. They prefer
Performing arts school is given the green light
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
theatre and classrooms. It will give students the chance to gain fully-accredited degrees in performance,
production, education, management and composition. Dudley Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build,
with the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners providing further funding. As well
as providing education for students, the school aims to develop a close relationship with community groups,
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
Fewer are signing up as hi-tech apprentices
Dudley Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.8, Unattributed
Labour's candidate for West Midlands Mayor Sion Simon says Whitehall should allow the region to determine its
own apprenticeship budget in a bid increase the number of opportunities available. Accepted Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership member Ninder Johal, said: "When apprenticeships were relaunched a few years ago it
took a while for employers to get their heads around the system.
Latest twist in the saga to redevelop eyesore Dudley office block Cavendish House
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 21/04/2017, Unattributed
to the site. Dudley's regeneration boss Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said the site's owners needed to prove the
development could create sufficient jobs and growth to get funding from the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) as it would be unlikely to provide cash for a demolition job alone. It all means the bulldozing of
the building appears to be
Owners want access road built to Cavendish House in masterplan
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 21/04/2017, p.13, Richard Guttridge
people to the site. Dudley's regeneration boss Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said the site's owners needed to prove

the development could create sufficient jobs and growth to get funding from the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) as it would be unlikely to provide cash for a demolition job alone. It all means the bulldozing of
the building appears to be
£150,000 WORK ON FIVE-WAY JUNCTION
Express and Star (Dudley) (Main), 21/04/2017, p.1, Clare Butler
traffic lights around Himley Road and Bull Street in Lower Gornal. It comes after an application for funding worth
£90,000 by Dudley Council was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The other £60,000 will come from the council. It is hoped the work will start later this year. Councillor
David Stanley, who
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Walsall Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
Performing arts school is given the green light
Stourbridge Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.5, Unattributed
theatre and classrooms. It will give students the chance to gain fully-accredited degrees in performance,
production, education, management and composition. Dudley Council is contributing £25,000 towards the build,
with the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and private partners providing further funding. As well
as providing education for students, the school aims to develop a close relationship with community groups,
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Sandwell Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
It's go slow for drivers as city is hit by a swathe of roadworks
Cannock & Lichfield Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
The aim of the newly-announced project is to improve access to i54, the Wolverhampton Business Park, and the
Junction 2 employment area. It is expected to be funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 'Local
Growth Fund'. Earlier this month work began in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, to replace more than
lkm of iron gas mains. Other works are
#150,000 work heading to Himley Road traffic jam junction
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 21/04/2017, Unattributed
lights around Himley Road and Bull Street in Lower Gornal. It comes after an application for funding worth
£90,000 by Dudley Council was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The other £60,000 will come from the council. It is hoped the work will start later this year. Councillor
David
#150,000 work heading to Himley Road traffic jam junction
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 21/04/2017, Unattributed
lights around Himley Road and Bull Street in Lower Gornal. It comes after an application for funding worth
£90,000 by Dudley Council was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The other £60,000 will come from the council. It is hoped the work will start later this year. Councillor
David

City top for manufacturing
Shropshire Star (Main), 24/04/2017, p.35, Unattributed
the list, the city comes top in 'Western Europe for manufacturing job creation'. The news has been welcomed by
people and organisations across the city. Ninder Johal, board member for Black Country LEP, said: "This is
fantastic news although it is not surprising. "Wolverhampton has a strong heritage in manufacturing and Black
Country LEP holds manufacturing at its core strategy.
City ranked best for creating [...]
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 24/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
Catalonia in Spain to top the Manufacturing Job Creation in Western Europe list. The list was put together by
prestigious business magazine fDi. Ninder Johal, a board member for the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership, welcomed the news and added: "This is fantastic news." ? Top - Page 5
City ranked top for manufacturing jobs
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 24/04/2017, p.5, Jessica Labhart
the list, the city comes top in 'Western Europe for manufacturing job creation'. The news has been welcomed by
people and organisations across the city. Ninder Johal, board member for Black Country LEP, said: "This is
fantastic news, although it is not surprising. "Wolverhampton has a strong heritage in manufacturing and Black
Country LEP holds manufacturing at its core strategy.
Warehouse scheme for site near JLR plant
Newport Advertiser (Main), 20/04/2017, p.42, Unattributed
and 139 car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and Arringford
Limited'and it will be up to Wolverhampton council whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to
the area around the i54 Enterprise Zone. He added: "This recent
Warehouse scheme for site near JLR plant
Newport & Market Drayton Advertiser (Main), 20/04/2017, p.42, Unattributed
139 car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and Arringford
Limited and it will be up to Wolverhampton council whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to
the area around the i54 Enterprise Zone. He added: "This recent
Performing arts school on the way
Halesowen Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.12, Unattributed
theatre and classrooms. It will give students the chance to gain fully-accredited degrees in performance,
production, education, management and composition. Dudley Council is contributing £25,000 with other funds
from the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and private partners.
Fewer signing up as hi-tech apprentices
Halesowen Chronicle (Main), 20/04/2017, p.12, Unattributed
back. Labour's candidate for West Midlands Mayor Sion Simon says Whitehall should allow the region to
determine its own apprenticeship budget in a bid increase the number of opportunities available. Black Country
Local Enterprise Partnership member Ninder Johal, said: "When apprenticeships were relaunched a few years
ago it took a while for employers to get their heads around the system.
Warehouse scheme for site near JLR plant
Bridgnorth Journal (Main), 20/04/2017, p.42, Unattributed
139 car parking spaces. The latest application has been put forward by Maizelands Limited and Arringford
Limited and it will be up to Wolverhampton council whether to approve the scheme. Black Country Local
Enterprise Partnership board member, Ninder Johal, said the proposed warehouses would be a good addition to
the area around the i54 Enterprise Zone. He added: "This recent
Wolverhampton ranked top European city for manufacturing jobs
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 24/04/2017, Unattributed
the city comes top in ‘Western Europe for manufacturing job creation'. The news has been welcomed by people
and organisations across the city. Ninder Johal, board member for Black Country LEP, said: "This is fantastic
news, although it is not surprising. "Wolverhampton has a strong heritage in manufacturing and Black Country
LEP holds manufacturing at its core

Date set for DY5 launch
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 25/04/2017, p.28, Unattributed
The official launch of DY5, Dudley's Business and Innovation Enterprise Zone, is taking place on May 12. Dudley
Council, Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership and West Midlands Combined Authority were given the
green light to launch the zone earlier this year. During the life span of the zone it
Our area is missing out
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 25/04/2017, p.9, Unattributed
[HL]:-Our area is missing out
Our area is missing out
Express and Star (Walsall) (Main), 25/04/2017, p.9, Unattributed
[HL]:-Our area is missing out
Our area is missing out [...]
Express and Star (Sandwell) (Main), 25/04/2017, p.9, Unattributed
[HL]:-Our area is missing out
Our area is missing out
Express and Star (Dudley) (Main), 25/04/2017, p.9, Unattributed
[HL]:-Our area is missing out
New 'smart lights' will help tackle congestion
Dudley News (Main), 26/04/2017, p.4, Unattributed
the B4176, at the junction of Himley Road and Bull Street, has been given the green light after Dudley Council's
£90,000 funding application was approved at a meeting of the Black Country LEP executive joint committee on
Wednesday. The council will stump up the other £60,000. Design work has been completed for the scheme and it
is hoped the work
Marketing Birmingham morphs into new regional body
Birmingham Mail (Web), 28/04/2017, Unattributed
has been established to oversee the company which will continue to promote Birmingham to outside investors
but also champion other areas of the West Midlands county including Coventry and the Black Country. The newly
formed company will work in partnership with local enterprise partnerships, councils, universities and the private
sector as it bids to deliver a pipeline of major
Marketing Birmingham morphs into new regional body
Birmingham Post (Web), 28/04/2017, Unattributed
has been established to oversee the company which will continue to promote Birmingham to outside investors
but also champion other areas of the West Midlands county including Coventry and the Black Country. The newly
formed company will work in partnership with local enterprise partnerships, councils, universities and the private
sector as it bids to deliver a pipeline of major
Road revamp work will cost £6 million
Express and Star (Wolverhampton) (Main), 29/04/2017, p.4, Jordan Harris
an effort to reduce delays, while the Rushall phase will see 'significant change' to the junction layout and
upgraded traffic signal technology. The council will applying for money from the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership's Transport Development Fund, according to papers, but will only be asking for £90,000 this year to
develop the plans. Boundary The report reads: "The A461
City is ranked top for manufacturing
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 27/04/2017, p.1, Unattributed
the findings, the city comes top in 'Western Europe for manufacturing job creation.' The news has been
welcomed by people and organisations across the city. Ninder Johal, board member for Black Country LEP said:
"Wolverhampton has a strong heritage in manufacturing."
On track with work at village railway bridge
Wolverhampton Chronicle (Main), 27/04/2017, p.27, Unattributed
major revamp of the train network in the Black Country. The plans to reopen Portobello station in Willenhall and
the station in Darlaston were discussed at a meeting of the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership. Funding
for the project, which is part of a wider plan to rejuvenate transport across the region, still needs to be secured

with the plans
Walsall road revamp work will cost #6 million
West Midlands Express & Star (Web), 29/04/2017, Unattributed
effort to reduce delays, while the Rushall phase will see ‘significant change' to the junction layout and upgraded
traffic signal technology. The council will applying for money from the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership's Transport Development Fund, according to papers, but will only be asking for £90,000 this year to
develop the plans. What do you think?

